
 

 

A new World Bank report highlights the impact flood events have around the world and provides 

practical advice on how to prepare for and manage floods in cities.  

“Urban flooding poses a serious challenge to development and the lives of people, particularly the 

residents of the rapidly expanding towns and cities in developing countries. The poor and vulnerable are 

the hardest hit”, said Abhas Jha, Lead Urban Specialist and Program Leader, Disaster Risk Management, 

World Bank East Asia and Pacific Region, lead author of the World Bank report titled “Cities and 

Flooding: A Guide to Integrated Urban Flood Risk Management for the 21st Century” 

In 2010 alone, 178 million people were affected by floods. The total losses in exceptional years such as 

1998 and 2010 exceeded US$40 billion. Often located along the coast or in flood plains, with high 

concentration of assets and people, cities are at a particular risk. Bangkok, Sendai, Brisbane, New York, 

Karachi, along many other cities, have recently witnessed devastating impact flood events.  

Three organizations come together for the Geneva launch Monday 23 April of the World Bank 

guidebook "Cities and Flooding: A Guide to Integrated Urban Flood Risk Management for the 21st 

Century." The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR), World Bank/Global Facility for 

Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR) and World Meteorological Organization (WMO) reiterated the 

need for better preparation and smarter management of floods in cities around the world. 

According to the guidebook, in the face of urbanization, growing populations and long-term climate 

change trends, the most effective way to manage flood risks is to adopt an integrated approach. This 

risk-based approach is based on the right balance between structural and non-structural measures. A 

balanced strategy may include investments in drainage channels and floodways while incorporating 

“urban greening” through wetlands and environmental buffers, improving end-to-end flood warning 

systems, and using land use planning for flood avoidance.  

Many tools are available to improve understanding of flood risk and its hazards. Web-based flood 

forecasting systems are an effective way to disseminate hydrological and hydro-meteorological data to a 

range of users. Mapping risk and vulnerability can be invaluable in directing resources appropriately to 

protect people.  ”Amongst other measures under the principle of integrated flood management, early 

warning systems provide a cost-effective approach that can save the lives of many people and reduce the 

damage caused by disasters,” said Bruce Stewart, Chief of the basic Systems Hydrology at WMO.  

Communications also plays a significant role in raising awareness and reinforcing preparedness. With 

its global campaign “World Disaster Reduction Campaign (2010-2015) - Making Cities Resilient”, UNISDR 

together with its partners has been reaching out to cities to better prepare and manage the disaster 

risks. Denis McClean, UNISDR Head of Communications, said: “Mortality risk globally due to floods may 

be falling but the economic loss risk associated with floods is increasing in all regions. Low-income 



countries have less capacity to aborb and recover from flood-inflicted losses. Disaster risk reduction and 

flood management in particular, is at the core of sustainable development for these countries.”  

Effective implementing of an integrated flood management strategy relies on effective cooperation 

between all stakeholders including different levels of government, public sector agencies, civil society 

and private sectors, combined with decisive leadership and commitment from national and local 

governments. 

The guidebook was produced with the financial support of the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and 

Recovery (GFDRR). Partners include the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). 

 
Contacts:  
In Geneva: Alina Truhina, atruhina@worldbank.org,Tel: +41 227 481 018 
In Washington: Christina Irene, cirene@worldbank.org,Tel: +1 202 458 4529   

 

 

For more information, please visit: http://go.worldbank.org/5TXBKZ0P00 

To download the report, please visit: www.gfdrr.org/urbanfloods. 
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