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Dear President of WMO 

Dear Secretary-General 

Dear Delegates, Colleagues 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

It has been a long way since the Ministers and Representatives of participating 

countries of the World Climate Conference III in 2009 tasked us to establish a Global 

Framework for Climate Services. We have engaged a High Level Task Team, we 

have convened a number of intergovernmental meetings, including the first ever extra 

congress of the WMO and also the Executive Council of the WMO allocated a 

significant part of its work to this project. The GFCS is now widely acknowledge as a 

useful and necessary initiative to respond to the challenges of climate variability and 

climate change. It is therefore a great pleasure for me to welcome you, on behalf of 

the Swiss Confederation, to the first Session of the Intergovernmental Board for 

Climate Services, IBCS-1.   

Now, at the opening of IBCS-1, we can proudly look back on what we have achieved. 

Our task however is not yet finished. There are still a number of challenges which we 

have to meet: 

The success of the GFCS will largely depend on our ability to include the relevant 

bodies in the UN-System and other Stakeholders. We wanted to be the WMO in a 

leading role for the GFCS, but it is clear that the implications of climate variability and 

climate change reach further than the scope of the WMO. Only a comprehensive 

framework which includes all entities will enjoy the necessary weight and respect 

which is needed for success.  



This session of the IBCS we will decide on the of the GFCS substructure. Within this 

substructure, we can give our partners outside the WMO an appropriate role. We 

should however take care that the GFCS remains an efficient instrument. In a time 

where many countries struggle with their budgets, efficiency is a key issue for 

success. We should in particular make sure that we make use of existing bodies and 

structures in and outside the WMO and do not duplicate them. 

Furthermore we will have to consider the data policy. In many parts of the world, 

including Europe, the access to the relevant datasets is difficult. Prohibitive data 

prizes, bureaucratic obstacles and organizational and technical shortcomings hamper 

the use of the data by potential providers of climate services. In effect, the data 

remains underused. If we could agree on a sensible data policy, people and national 

economies would get a better return from the invested taxpayers money by benefiting 

from better climate services.  

The most important thing will be to fill the GFCS structure, which we will further 

develop during this IBCS-Session GFCS, with action. There are already a number of 

GFCS pilot projects on track. For example Peru and Switzerland have teamed in an 

undertaking to develop and implement climate services for the Andes region. This 

project is coordinated by the WMO. It runs under the name CLIMANDES and 

includes also capacity building. Taking into account the fact that mountainous regions 

are particularly sensitive to climate variability and climate change and following the 

positive experience with CLIMANDES, Switzerland is aiming to further develop 

climate services for mountainous regions. 

Ladies and gentlemen, Switzerland is proud to be the host for the first Session of the 

Intergovernmental Board for Climate services. As you know Switzerland has always 

supported the process of the development of the GFCS. I am happy to announce that 

the Swiss Government, through its Ministry of Foreign affairs, supports the 

organization of the first Session of the GFCS with free conference facilities and a 

cash contribution of 150’000 Swiss Francs. Switzerland is ready to host also the 

second session of the IBCS and thereby also offers a similar support to WMO in 

2014.  

Geneva is certainly a good place to hold the Session of the IBCS. The city was the 

home of three World Climate Conferences which were the starting point of successful 



developments like the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP) or the Global 

Climate Observing System (GCOS). Now, as a result of the latest World Climate 

Conference, we have assembled as the steering body of the Global Framework for 

Climate Services and I am convinced that the open and cooperative spirit of Geneva 

will help us to be successful.  

 

I thank you for your attention and wish you a good time while you are here in 

Geneva. 

 


