
Women and Girls at Centre of International Day for Disaster Reduction 
 
 
WMO joins the international community in marking the International Day for Disaster Reduction 13 
October. Women and girls are the focus of this year’s theme.  
 
Every year natural hazards cause significant loss of life, and erode or destroy development gains. 
From the ten most commonly reported disasters, nine are directly or indirectly related to weather or 
climate. 
 
Over the past five decades, economic losses related to hydro- meteorological hazards have 
increased, but the human toll has fallen dramatically. This is thanks to scientific advances in 
forecasting, combined with proactive disaster risk reduction policies and tools, including 
contingency planning and early warning systems in a number of high risk countries. 
 
However, vulnerability to disasters is increasing as more people and assets locate in areas of high 
risk. Since 1970, the world’s population has grown by 87 per cent. During the same time, the 
proportion of people living in flood- prone river basins increased by 114 per cent and on cyclone-
exposed coastlines by 192 per cent. Rapid urbanization and the growth of megacities will increase 
exposure to natural hazards. Climate change is expected to increase the frequency and intensity of 
the most severe weather related hazards in the decades to come. 
 
This is why disaster risk reduction is one of the top four priorities of the Global Framework for 
Climate Services, which aims to improve climate services for all, especially the most vulnerable. An 
Extraordinary Session of the World Meteorological Congress 29-31 October will decide on the 
management and implementation plan of this UN-wide initiative. 
 
Women and Girls are the especially vulnerable to disasters. But they are also pillars of resilience - 
they are the first to prepare their families for a disaster and the first to put communities back 
together in the aftermath. 
 
This is why the theme of this year’s International Day for Disaster Reduction is Step Up, Women 
and Girls, the (in)Visible Force of Resilience. http://www.unisdr.org/2012/iddr  
 
WMO’s Gender policy emphasizes the particular needs of women which may be different from men 
in service delivery. 
 
Since in most rural areas women are in charge of collecting water (at the village tap for example) 
or are in charge of the family in the absence of men and have to mind the children and the animals 
if severe weather occurs, their particular needs and responsibilities need to be considered. WMO’s 
Public Weather Services programme pays special attention to making sure that women should 
have access to dissemination means such as radios for getting warnings. 
 
WMO-sponsored community training projects, such as mobile weather alerts 
 
http://www.wmo.int/pages/publications/bulletin_en/61_1_alert_en.html and climate 
workshops therefore actively promote the participation of women in order to strengthen the 
resilience of the whole of society. 


