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Climate information at various time scales, and projections of future climate at regional, national 

and local scales, form the essential knowledge base for adaptation and disaster risk management. 

The extensive infrastructure for weather and climate observations and research, built over the 

years, and the network of global, regional and national institutions ensure the development and 

delivery of user oriented climate information and prediction services. National Meteorological and 

Hydrological Services (NMHSs) of WMO Member countries play a crucial role in this delivery 

mechanism and there is an urgent need to strengthen human resources and develop new skills in 

the NMHSs. Integrating climate information into decision making in all socioeconomic sectors, 

through an effective two way dialogue between providers and users on the range, timing, quality 

and content of climate products and services, will ensure that decisions relating to managing 

climate risks are well informed. . 

WMO believes that since its inception, the NWP has helped delegations better understand the key 

issues on adaptation, through engaging wide-ranging stakeholders, catalysing targeted adaptation 

action, developing and disseminating knowledge outputs and products. In 2010, before COP 16, 

WMO renewed its Action Pledges toward the NWP and submitted 14 new Actions which are being 

implemented and are making progress as originally designed. In the meantime, WMO welcomes 

adoption of ‘Enhanced Action on Adaptation’ of the Cancun Agreements and believes that it 

provides a good basis for adaptation actions aimed at reducing vulnerability and building resilience, 

especially in developing countries. In this process, WMO and its sponsored bodies such as GCOS 

and WCRP contribute to knowledge and expertise for adaptation to ensure that it is guided by the 

best available science. The current efforts under the UNFCCC have been successful in bringing 

adaptation forward on policy agendas and making it as one of the five key building blocks. The 16th 

World Meteorological Congress, which finished last week on 3rd June, endorsed the broad thrust of 

the report of the High Level Task Force on the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) and 

adopted a resolution with a number of recommendations to ensure quick implementation of GFCS.  

Through the GFCS, WMO will make every effort to contribute to the newly growing convergence on 

the following elements: vulnerability assessments; national adaptation plans; enabling policy 

environments; arrangements for sharing knowledge (e.g. through regional centers and the 

UNFCCC’s Nairobi Work Programme (NWP)); and tools for risk reduction as well as risk transfer 

and sharing, such as insurance. 

WMO believes that the implementation of the NWP should be further extended to make it more 

action oriented for the benefit of adaptation practitioners in the field at national and sub-national 
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levels. Noting that national authorities need to identify the appropriate knowledge nodes, WMO will 

strengthen the role and operation of such affiliated centres, e.g. Regional Climate Centres (RCCs). 

This initiative will allow to propose more action oriented Action Pledges and on the ground projects 

on data, observations, climate modelling and downscaling, especially for LDCs and SIDS.   

Implementation of the GFCS will help generate a better understanding of the climate system; fill 

information gaps at global, regional, national, and local scales; enable use of such information in 

various socioeconomic sectors and help in climate risk assessment and develop mitigation and 

adaptation measures.  

Thank you.  
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