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Dr Alexander Bedritsky, President of WMO, 

Mrs Geneviève Guiard-Gerbier, 

His Excellency, Mr Jean-Baptiste Mattéi, Ambassador  of the Permanent Mission of France, 

Mr François Jacq, Permanent Representative of France with WMO, 

Dr Jean-Philippe Vidal, Dr Eric Martin, Mr Laurent Franchistéguy, Mr Jean-Michel Soubeyroux, 

Ms Michele Blanchard, and Ms Martine Baillon, 

Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

On behalf of World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and my self, I wish to welcome you all to 

this ceremony and in particular, to greet, Dr Jean-Philippe Vidal, Dr Eric Martin, Mr Laurent 

Franchistéguy, Mr Jean-Michel Soubeyroux, Ms Michele Blanchard and Ms Martine Baillon. On 

this occasion, I would like to briefly recall that the Norbert Gerbier - MUMM International Award 

was instituted by the WMO Executive Council (EC) in 1987 in memory of the late 

Mr Norbert Gerbier, who served as president of the Commission for Agricultural Meteorology from 

1979 to 1985.   

 

The purpose of the Norbert Gerbier-MUMM International Award is to encourage and reward an original 

scientific paper on the influence of meteorology on a particular field of the physical, natural or human 

sciences, or conversely, on the influence of one of these sciences on meteorology.  The Award is 

therefore intended to stimulate interest in research in these areas, as a contribution to WMO’s 

Programmes and activities.  The Award has traditionally consisted of a diploma, a medal bearing the 

image of Mr Norbert Gerbier, and a cash prize. 

  

Eminent scientists of international reputation are requested to be the assessors of the papers 

submitted for the Award.  The Executive Council's Selection Committee then reviews their 

assessments and, on the basis of the Committee’s recommendations, the Council makes the final 

selection.  Over the period from 1988 to 2010, over 142 scientists from twenty-six countries have 

received the Norbert Gerbier - MUMM International Award.  I would like to note that the ceremony 
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is taking place during the 16th WMO Congress this year to allow a greater opportunity to honor the 

Award winners and the memory of Norbert Gerbier. 

 
Mr President, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
  
In the year 2010, the Executive Council conferred the Award for 2011 on Drs Jean-Philippe Vidal 

from the Research Institute on Sciences and Technologies for the Environment (CEMAGREF) in 

Lyon, France, Dr Eric Martin from the Study Group of the Meteorological Atmosphere of the 

National Center of Meteorological Research (CNRM/GAME) of Météo-France and the National 

Center of Scientific Research (CNRS) in Toulouse, Ms Florence Habets from Mines Paris Tech 

and UMR-SISYPHE in Fountianbleu, and Mr Laurent Franchistéguy, Mr Jean-Michel Soubeyroux, 

Ms Michele Blanchard and Ms Martine Baillon from the Department of Climatology of Météo-

France in Toulouse for their paper “Multilevel and multiscale drought reanalysis over France with 

the Safran-Isba-Modcou hydrometeorological suite” in 2010 in Volume 14 of Hydrology and Earth 

System Sciences which is a Journal of the European Geosciences Union. 

 

The Fourth Assessment Report of the WMO/UNEP Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) has stated that droughts will become more frequent in the future.  Droughts can be defined 

as a lack of water in at least one component of the water cycle over land. There are different types 

of human activity that can impact the water cycle such providing water for cities, irrigation water for 

growing food, hydropower for providing energy. Therefore, it is necessary that drought monitoring 

be based on indices related to meteorological, agricultural, and hydrological droughts. The goal of 

this paper is to develop and examine a high-resolution analysis looking back at historical droughts 

in France over the last fifty years, based on an integrated group of weather, land surface, and 

water models. 

 

The results from the paper showed that the ranking of drought events depends highly on both the 

time scale and the variable considered. Also, the work developed a drought climatology over 

multiple time scales and at multiple levels of the water cycle such as precipitation, soil moisture, 

and streamflow that will serve as a basis for assessing the impacts of climate change on droughts 

in France.    

 

Mr President,  
 
I wish to offer the warmest congratulations of the World Meteorological Organization and my own 

to the winners of the 2011 award. 

 

Thank you. 

_______________ 


