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Excellencies, 

Distinguished Participants,  

On behalf of WMO, I wish to congratulate the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development 

(ICIMOD), for hosting this key International Symposium in Kathmandu. 

I would like to express my regret that long-standing commitments have not allowed me to participate 

personally in this auspicious event, as would have been my wish. 

Thanks to ICIMOD efforts, as well as the support of its partners, including WMO, Kathmandu is 

increasingly recognized internationally as a principal knowledge development and learning centre for 

the Hindu Kush-Himalayas, serving your countries and facilitating information exchange with the rest of 

the global scientific community.  

In 2002, WMO and ICIMOD subscribed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to increase 

cooperation in weather, climate and water, including environmental and disaster risk reduction, 

research and capacity building for your National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs). 

In particular, the agreement envisions collaboration in the development of a Hindu Kush-Himalayas 

flood information system and a Global Runoff Data Centre/Regional Hydrological Database Centre 

under the auspices of WMO, as well as cooperation in strengthening other scientific and technical areas 

of mutual interest. 

Known as the "water tower" of Asia, the Hindu Kush-Himalayan region exhibits the largest 

concentration of snow and glaciers outside the polar regions and it contributes the headwaters of the 

10 largest Asian river basins.   

Difficulties in accessing some parts of your region have contributed to the fact that remote observations, 

in particular space-based observations, are indeed today vital tools in predicting and assessing natural 

hazards, such as the tragic floods currently afflicting some of your Member countries.  
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However, satellite systems alone cannot appraise many essential variables, so in-situ observations are 

also imperative, highlighting the importance of ensuring the sustainability and progressive strengthening 

of your respective NMHSs and their national networks. 

Through its Fourth Assessment Report, the WMO co-sponsored Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC), which received in 2007 the prestigious Nobel Peace Prize, has stated with increased 

confidence that some weather events and extremes will become even more frequent, more widespread 

and/or more intense during the 21st century.   

The IPCC Summary for Policymakers contributed to place your region at the centre of international 

attention by expressing that that glacier melt in the Himalayas is projected to increase flooding and rock 

avalanches from destabilized slopes, and to significantly affect freshwater resources within decades.  

Regional and international cooperation are indeed essential to facilitate your access to earth 

observations, so the International Symposium "Benefiting from Earth Observation – Bridging the Data 

Gap for Adaptation to Climate Change in the Hindu Kush-Himalayan Region" is a key contribution to the 

efforts being made to meet the challenges facing your region. 

Atmospheric and climate sciences are in the process of making a key step forward and there is growing 

awareness of the socioeconomic value of weather, climate and water information and services.  

Last year the Third World Climate Conference (WCC-3) unanimously approved the establishment of a 

Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS), for which a High-level Taskforce (HLT), including 2 

members from Hindu Kush-Himalayas countries, is now actively developing proposals which it will 

submit in 2011 to the Sixteenth World Meteorological Congress.   

Ten years ago, UN Members adopted the Millennium Declaration and committed to the eight 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). However, the increasing impacts of natural disasters and 

climate variability and change will tend to offset progress being made to meet the MDGs by 2015.  

Through this International Symposium, ICIMOD provides your region a key opportunity to advance in 

sustainable development and international cooperation. Although some changes are unavoidable, it is 

not too late to prevent them from becoming an even more serious threat to our common future. 

In concluding, I would like to reiterate that WMO looks forward to increased collaboration with ICIMOD 

and to wish you a very successful meeting in Kathmandu. 

Thank you. 


