
STATEMENT ON THE OCCASION OF THE COMMEMORATIVE CERE MONY FOR THE 

TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH CEN TRE ON EL NIÑO 

(CIIFEN) 

 

 

By 

M. Jarraud 

Secretary-General 

World Meteorological Organization 

 (Guayaquil, 10 January 2013)  

 

As Prepared for Delivery 

 

It is a great honour and pleasure to be here, in the Muy Ilustre Guayaquil. I thank you for this 

invitation.   

Ten years ago, following several resolutions of the General Assembly and the Economic and 

Social Council of the United Nations, the International Research Centre on El Niño/Southern 

Oscillation (CIIFEN) was established.  

I wish to express my appreciation to the Government of Ecuador and UN/ISDR, which 

sponsors the Centre jointly with WMO since its start, and to the Spanish State 

Meteorological Agency, for its generous and continuing support.  

CIIFEN has been created as an international centre of excellence and expertise to provide 

climate information to the countries of South America, in particular on El Niño/Southern 

Oscillation and its socioeconomic impacts. Since its establishment, CIIFEN has been 

developing innovative projects and products of regional value.  

I would like to mention in particular the development of regional climate models to improve 

early warning and of scenarios for regional adaptation to climate change, the establishment 

of climate-based community networks and the implementation of a Regional Climate 

Information System. The Centre has also been very effective in the organization of 

workshops, seminars and other events to disseminate and share information and knowledge 

on ENSO and its influence on climate. It is also with the important contribution of CIIFEN that 

WMO publishes its periodic Updates on El Niño and La Niña.  
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During its first ten years of activity CIIFEN has gained the appreciation and the support of 

several institutions, organizations and donors in the region. WMO considers the 

achievements of CIIFEN remarkable and of great service to the regional and international 

climate communities. 

Now, in order to strengthen the sustainability of the Centre so that it can fully achieve its 

objectives, additional support is needed from national and other sources. In this light, the 

Sixteenth Session of the World Meteorological Congress in 2011 has indeed encouraged its 

Regional Association III to strengthen its engagement in the Centre to support its future role 

as one of its three Regional Climate Centres.  

With more support, more can be accomplished. Allow me to recall that in October last year 

the World Meteorological Congress, at an extraordinary session, adopted the Governance 

Mechanism and Implementation Plan of the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS).  

The vision of the GFCS is to enable better management of the risks of climate variability and 

climate change through the development and integration of science-based climate 

information and prediction into plans, policies and practices at different scales: global, 

national and local.  

There is no doubt that the GFCS is an ambitious initiative. For end-2017, its goal is to 

facilitate global access to continuously improved climate services in four initial priority areas: 

agriculture and food security, disaster risk reduction, health, and water resources. For end-

2021, the goal is to facilitate access to improved climate services across all climate-sensitive 

sectors.   

The eighteenth session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC/COP 18), which closed in Doha, Qatar, on 7 

December last year, recognized in a clear way the relevance of the GFCS to address the 

adverse impacts of climate change, through systematic observations, data and information 

sharing, and enhanced adaptation capacity.  

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The success of the GFCS will depend on a global partnership of governments and 

organizations, strengthening national and regional climate services and improving our ability 
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to adapt and respond to the impacts of climate variability and climate change. Governments, 

organizations and individuals concerned are called on to contribute to this effort. 

As a candidate Regional Climate Centre for Western South America endorsed by Regional 

Association III, CIIFEN has an important role to play within the GFCS, enhancing its delivery 

of climate services and products tailored to the information needs of regional users, and 

contributing to the Climate Outlook Forum for the Western Coast of South America 

(WCSACOF). WMO looks forward to the successful completion of the pilot phase to 

formalize this designation.  

In concluding, allow me to stress once again WMO appreciation to the Governments of 

Ecuador and Spain and their meteorological and hydrological agencies for their support to 

CIIFEN as well as to ISDR and other CIIFEN partners and supporters. I wish to assure you 

that WMO, along with relevant international partners, is looking into further strengthening 

CIIFEN so that it can fully achieve its mandate and objectives as an International Climate 

Centre and Regional Climate Centre for Western South America. 

Thank you. 

__________ 
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