
 
 
 
 
 

On the frontiers of climate change science, 
researchers build on global scenarios to determine  
regional climate impacts, vulnerabilities and risks  

 
 

Brussels, 31 October 2013  – Leading scientists from around the world are meetin g in 
Brussels from 4 to 7 November to set the agenda for  scientific research into regional climate 
change. This research is being conducted through th e Coordinated Regional Climate 
Downscaling Experiment (CORDEX). 
  

The conference is co-sponsored by the European Commission (EC), the World Climate 
Research Programme (WCRP), and the WMO/UNEP Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC). 
 

On Monday, 4 November, a high-level session and stakeholder dialogue will feature 
addresses by EC Commissioner for Climate Action Connie Hedegaard, WMO Secretary-General 
Michel Jarraud, and IPCC Working Group 1 Co-Chairs Thomas Stocker and Dahe Qin. 
 

The conference follows the recent adoption by governments of the IPCC’s assessment of the 
most up-to-date, peer-reviewed literature on climate science. The IPCC’s report on “The Physical 
Science Basis” confirms that it is extremely likely (95-100% probability) that most of the global 
warming since 1950 has been due to human influence. However, scientists are less confident about 
the precise effects of climate change at the national and regional scales. 
 

“To take effective action, decision-makers need a better understanding of how global climate 
change will affect the people and the environment of their country or region,” said WMO Secretary-
General Michel Jarraud. “The growing demand for user-oriented climate information services has 
turned research on regional impacts into a critical frontier in climate science.” 
 

“Scientists are collaborating through the CORDEX framework to improve the world-wide 
availability of science-based climate information for decision-makers at the regional level,” said 
WCRP Director Ghassem Asrar. “This will allow them to determine just how temperatures, 
precipitation and weather patterns may change over the coming decades in, for example, southern 
Africa, Southeast Asia or the polar regions.”  
 

Continuing advances in climate observation and modelling make it increasingly possible to 
“downscale” the results of global climate models to explore likely impacts at the regional level. The 
results of improved regional climate projections will greatly strengthen the ability of governments to 
provide credible climate services to their citizens. For this reason, the WMO-led Global Framework 
for Climate Services (GFCS) is assisting countries to develop climate services that will empower 
governments, communities, and businesses to anticipate and adapt to the impacts of climate 
variability and change on water resources, food security, disaster risk, public health and other sectors. 
 

Climate variability and climate change pose a significant threat to life and property across the 
world. Water shortages, more intense tropical storms, coastal inundation and longer or recurrent 

 
Press Release 
 
For use of the information media 
Not an official record 
  



periods of drought are already affecting the well-being and livelihoods of millions of people. The 
importance of improved knowledge about regional climate has never been greater. 
 

The CORDEX project was initiated in early 2009 to promote and support simulations of 
regional climate variability and potential future changes. It focuses on 13 regions around the world. 
For a number of these regions, large matrices of CORDEX Regional Climate simulations have now 
been developed covering the period 1950-2100. The aim is to develop probabilistic estimates of 
regional climate change for use by decision-makers, climate impacts researchers, and practitioners. 
 

It is also important to address the role of regional drivers of climate change (such as 
deforestation and other types of land-use change) versus global drivers. This will require more 
effectively separating the externally imposed climate and climate change conditions from those that 
are purely regionally driven. The scientific and technical segment of the conference will identify 
research priorities that require international cooperation and coordination.   
 
Note to journalists:   For interviews or more information, please contact Roberta Boscolo (WCRP) in 
Brussels at +41 79 614 7971 or rboscolo@wmo.int in Brussels or Michael Williams (WMO) in Geneva 
at +41 22 730 8315 or mwilliams@wmo.int. CORDEX can be followed on Twitter at #CORDEX2013.  
See also http://cordex2013.wcrp-climate.org/cordex2013_documents/programme.pdf or 
http://cordex2013.wcrp-climate.org/. 
 


