
Healthy Oceans for Prosperity 
 
WMO aims to be an active participant in the Oceans Compact: an initiative to help the UN 
system achieve the common goal of “Healthy Oceans for Prosperity” and deliver on its ocean-
related mandates, consistent with the Rio+20 outcome document “The Future We Want”, in a more 
coherent and effective manner.  
 
The Oceans Compact focuses on three interrelated objectives:  
 

1) Protecting people and improving the health of the oceans;  
2) Protecting, recovering and sustaining the oceans’ environment and natural resources and 

restoring their full food production and livelihoods services; 
3) Strengthening ocean knowledge and the management of oceans. 

 
Of particular interest to WMO are the objectives and the activities of the Oceans Compact related 
to the sustained provision of global and regional coverage observational data, products and 
services to address the continued and expanding requirements of the maritime user community for 
marine meteorology services and information, focusing on safety of life and property at sea, 
integrated coastal management and societal impacts. 
 
Through a letter dated 20 March 2013, the Chair of the High-level Committee on Programmes, Mr 
Achim Steiner, called for nominations to the Oceans Compact Advisory Group, which according to 
its terms of reference will provide advice and expert guidance to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations on the content of the Action Plan of the Oceans Compact and best ways to 
implement it.  
 
The Oceans Compact Advisory Group will be composed of 20-30 members, of which 10-15 from 
government representatives and 10-15 from high-level policy-makers, scientists, ocean experts of 
recognized standing, private sector representatives, and representatives of non-governmental 
organizations and civil society organizations. WMO Members are invited to submit nominations to 
the Oceans Compact by sending their proposals until 15 April 2013 by electronic mail to 
oceanscompact@un.org, with copy to mmo@wmo.int.  
 
The oceans cover about two-thirds of the earth’s surface and are major drivers of our weather and 
climate. National meteorological services work around the clock to predict and manage ocean-
related natural hazards like tropical cyclones and coastal storm surges, which threaten lives and 
livelihoods. Marine meteorological services are also well-placed to monitor the stress on oceans 
due to the pressures of coastal development, industrial pollution and over-fishing.  
 
Planet Solar Deepwater expedition on Gulf Stream 
 
As part of efforts to increase our understanding of the role of oceans in our climate system and the 
impact of climate change, WMO welcomes a new deepwater expedition by the Université de 
Genève and PlanetSolar to carry out continuous measurements of physical and biological features 
of the ocean and atmosphere along the Gulf Stream, from the Caribbean northwards beyond 
Iceland.   
 
The expedition will be carried out on the Swiss solar-powered vessel “Planet Solar”, which recently 
completed a round-the-world voyage using only solar energy.  
 
This ocean current, that transports heat from the Tropics to the Arctic across the Atlantic Ocean, is 
one of the significant regulators of climate. The relatively small scales related to deep-water 
formation - the dense saline and cold waters that activate the deep-water currents of the global 
ocean – will be measured by laser-based equipment designed to identify transitions in chemical 
and biological composition of particles at the ocean- atmosphere interface.  
 
Because any disruptions to the deep-water formation resulting from a warming climate could thus 



lead to major perturbations to the global climate itself, it is expected that the results that will 
emerge will help in raising awareness about the reality and complexity of climatic change. The 
results should provide a unique database that modelers and other environmental scientists can use 
to assess the changing North Atlantic.  
 
Learn more at http://goo.gl/XK2FU and http://goo.gl/97lRM. 
 



 


