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Dr Alexander Bedritskiy, President of WMO, 

Distinguished Representatives of WMO Members and Meteorological and Hydrological 

Instruments Manufacturers, 

Distinguished Observers and Guests,  

Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 

It is a pleasure to welcome you to the opening of METEOHYDEX 2011. As you are aware, this 

auspicious event is being organized in conjunction with the Sixteenth World Meteorological 

Congress to provide an overview of the state-of-the-art in meteorological and hydrological 

instruments and equipment, as well as to take advantage of the opportunity to bring together 

instrument manufacturers and users, in particular the WMO Permanent Representatives of WMO's 

189 Members currently attending this Congress with their national experts. 

 

Mr President, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Long before the beginning of recorded history, man already conjectured about the nature of 

weather on the basis of primitive observations, but it was not until the XVII and XVII centuries that 

the antecessors of our modern instruments were developed by notable scientists like Galileo, 

Hooke, Newton, Torricelli, Bernoulli and De Saussure, among others. However, observations were 

not standardized and therefore hardly comparable until 1780, when Elector Karl Theodor 

established the Societas Meteorologica Palatina in Mannheim, and measurements were performed 

with compatible instruments at pre-established hours. 

 

Today WMO Regional Instrument Centres and the Regional Radiation Centres play a significant 

role in assisting WMO Members in calibrating their instruments. In particular, determination of the 
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radiation budget is fundamental to our understanding of the Earth's climatic system, so I wish to 

underscore the key role played by our host country in operating the Davos World Radiation Centre. 

 

Training is increasingly essential to ensure uninterrupted operation, data quality and traceability of 

measurements to international standards. Significant advances are required in terms of capacity 

building and training in the fields of instruments and methods of observation for the developing 

world, so I wish to thank instrument manufacturers for their continuing support to this development 

effort of WMO and its Members. 

 

WMO also continues to work steadily towards a Quality Management Framework (QMF) for the 

National Meteorological Services (NMSs) and we are indeed confident that this Congress will 

assign a very high priority to WMO Integrated Global Observing System (WIGOS) development. 

 

Another high priority for this Congress is the development of the Global Framework for Climate 

Services (GFCS) approved in 2009 by the third World Climate Conference (WCC-3). A High-level 

Task Force of independent experts has presented its proposals on a possible GFCS structure, 

which will strongly rely on the quality of observations to provide appropriate climate services to all 

the relevant socio-economic sectors, in particular to assess and to manage the impacts of climate 

variability and change. These issues will also be a challenge to the instrument developing sector.  

 

Mr President, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

This world-class exhibition of meteorological and hydrological instruments and equipment will 

continue until Wednesday, at both the PALEXPO and the International Conference Centre of 

Geneva (CICG) where the Congress is holding its sessions. I thank our host city of Geneva for its 

continuing support to METEOHYDEX and I urge all WMO Congress delegates to take advantage 

of this outstanding opportunity. 

 

Thank you.  

 
 

__________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Secrétariat     7 bis, avenue de la Paix     Case Postale 2300     CH 1211 Genève 2     Suisse 
Tel.: +41 (0) 22 730 81 11   Fax.: +41 (0) 22 730 81 81   E-mail: wmo@wmo.int   Website: http://www.wmo.int 


