
 

 
1/1 

The weather in Germany in 2015 
2015 the second warmest year in Germany, together with 2000 and 2007  
 
Offenbach, 30 December 2015 –– The average temperature for Germany in 2015 was around 
9.9 degrees Celsius (°C). Initial analysis of the data from the approximately 2,000 measuring 
stations of the DWD indicate that, together with the years 2000 and 2007, it is likely to be the 
second warmest year in Germany since nationwide measurements started in 1881. At 10.3 °C, 
the year 2014 holds the temperature record by a clear margin. Germany’s national meteorologi-
cal service further reports that the previous 12 months were also too dry and sunny. 
 
In 2015, ten out of twelve months were too warm in Germany. Only September and October 
remained below the long-term average. August was the second warmest, but the months of 
November and December were actually the warmest since 1881. The heat in July and August 
was so extreme that a new German temperature record was even set: 40.3 °C in Kitzingen in 
Lower Franconia.  
 
2015 was 1.7 °C warmer than the long-term mean, with a new record high temperature at 40.3 
°C  
 
At an average of 9.9 degrees Celsius ( °C ), the temperature in 2015 was 1.7 degrees warmer 
than the international reference values for 1961 to 1990. Looking at the comparative period 
1981–2010, the deviation was +1.0 degrees. The mercury climbed to 40.3 °C in Kitzingen, Low-
er Franconia, on both 5 July and 7 August, making it the highest temperature ever recorded in 
Germany. On 4 February, the DWD recorded the coldest night (-20.4 °C) in Merklingen on the 
Swabian Alb. 
 
Much too dry in many areas 
 
In 2015, the precipitation was around 688 litres per square metre (l/m²), which is 13 per cent 
below the long-term average of 789 l/m². From February onwards, central Germany, in particu-
lar, suffered from a drought, which – in the summer – also encompassed the south. With a few 
brief interruptions, this continued until the end of the year. In places, the DWD recorded less 
than 400 l/m² – only just over half the average precipitation. Essentially, it was only the extreme 
north of the country where snow and rainfall was adequate. At approximately 1,700 l/m², 
Baiersbronn-Ruhestein in the Black Forest recorded the highest annual figure, with the highest 
total daily precipitation of 119.9 l/m² being recorded in Demker to the north of Magdeburg in the 
Altmark. Not much snow fell in 2015. Snowfall occurred at the end of January, the start of Feb-
ruary, in mid-October and during the last ten days of November. However in lowland areas, it 
generally thawed again very quickly. Reit im Winkl in the Chiemgau nevertheless reported snow 
90 cm deep on 3 February.  
 
Sunshine duration in 2015 was 13 per cent higher than normal 
 
With around 1,723 hours, sunshine was 113 per cent of the long-term average of 1,528 hours. 
According to the DWD's observations, Rügen, the Breisgau and Lusatia saw the most sunshine 
with more than 2,000 hours. The area with the least sunshine in 2015 was the Sauerland with 
barely 1,500 hours. 
 


