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The weather in Germany in autumn 2015 
At times unusually warm – precipitation and sunshine around average 
 
Offenbach, 30 November 2015 – The warmth of high summer ended in Germany punctually for 
the start of autumn. The months of September and October were comparatively cool across the 
country and there was little sunshine. Above all, it was again too dry, as had been the case for 
all months since February. It was not until November that precipitation and also sunshine 
increased and temperatures were unusually high in some cases. When compared to the long-
term averages, autumn overall was very mild for the whole period, whereas the quantity of 
precipitation and duration of sunshine only produced minimal deviations. This is what the initial 
analysis by the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) of data from its around 2,000 weather stations 
shows. 
 
September and October tended to be cool but then a record November followed 
 
At 9.6 degrees Celsius (°C), autumn 2015 was 0.8 degrees warmer than normal compared to 
the international reference values for 1961–1990. Looking at the comparative period 1981–
2010, the difference was +0.6 degrees. On 1 September, the mercury in the south and east of 
Germany rose again to the temperatures of high summer. During this spell of weather, the 
hottest place was Aldersbach-Kriesdorf in Lower Bavaria where a temperature of 34.4°C was 
recorded. Then the low pressure system ‘Jonas’ drove away the hot weather from Germany, as 
had been the case earlier in the north and west. There were only very few occasions when the 
temperature in September exceeded 25°C. On 14 and 15 October, maximum temperatures 
were even less than 5°C in many places because of an upper-air depression. This was then 
followed by a record November, with maximum daily temperatures of up to 20°C: on 
7 November, a temperature of over 23°C was even measured on the Upper Rhine. It was 
substantially cooler during the last ten days of the month. The lowest autumn temperature of -
15.5°C with continuous snow cover was measured on 24 November in Oberstdorf. 
 
Initially, dry in many areas, but plenty of precipitation in November  
 
With approximately 200 l/m², precipitation in autumn was nine per cent higher than the average 
of 183 litres per square metre (l/m²). Following on from the drought that had affected central 
Germany and large areas of southern Germany since February, autumn arrived bringing two 
more dry months, September and October. Widespread precipitation was not recorded until 
around 20 November. For instance, in Lenzkirch-Ruhbühl in the southern Black Forest, a total of 
97 l/m² fell on 20 and 21 November alone. Further to the south, in St. Blasien-Menzenschwand, 
it was even as high as 186 l/m². As early as 14 October, an upper-air depression had brought 
the first snow of the season, particularly in central Germany. In some parts of Thuringia and 
Saxony, the snow was 10 cm deep. Even more snow fell in the last ten days of November: on 
23 November, Sonthofen in the Allgäu reported 18 cm of snow and the snow in Oy-Mittelberg 
was as deep as 28 cm. 
 
The amount of sunshine was almost balanced  
 
With around 304 hours, sunshine in autumn 2015 was around two per cent below the normal 
figure of 311 hours. The extreme south-west and the area along the Polish border saw most 
sunshine, with some places recording more than 375 hours. The Sauerland experienced very 
little sunshine, with less than 230 hours in some places. 
 


