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The weather in Germany in November 2015 
Record temperatures with plenty of precipitation and sunshine 
 
Offenbach, 30 November 2015 –– In November, northern Germany was repeatedly crossed by 
Atlantic low pressure systems. By contrast, the drought in the south initially continued under the 
influence of high pressure. Furthermore, extremely warm weather for the time of year prevailed 
in many areas. In the last ten days of the month, precipitation continued to move southwards, 
ending the drought in that part of the country. Finally, it even caused the temperature to drop 
significantly and many areas saw their first periods of wintry weather. In spite of this, the overall 
weather in November was much too mild with sufficient precipitation and sunshine. This is what 
the initial analysis by the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) of data from its around 2,000 weather 
stations shows. 
 
The warmest November since regular records began 
 
In November, the average temperature in Germany was 7.5 degrees Celsius (°C), i.e. 
3.5 degrees, higher than the international reference values for 1961–1990. Looking at the com-
parative period 1981–2010, the difference was still +3.1 degrees. This makes November 2015 
the warmest November in Germany since measurements started to be recorded on a regular 
basis in 1881. During the first 20 days of the month, Germany was exposed to an unusually mild 
flow of air. From 5 to 9 November, Emmendingen-Mundingen near Freiburg saw the mercury 
rise above 20°C every day and it was here, on 7 November, that the highest November temper-
ature nationwide of 23.8°C was recorded. However, much colder air arrived at the start of the 
last ten days of the month. In places, the temperature at night now fell to a really low level: on 
24 November, the lowest nocturnal temperature of -15.5°C was registered in Oberstdorf above 
freshly fallen snow. 
 
Mostly wet everywhere in the north, precipitation only sufficient later in the month in the 
south 
 
At around 100 l/m², which is 49 per cent above the average of 66 litres per square metre (l/m²), 
precipitation was significantly higher than normal. This made November only the second month 
of the year (after January) where average precipitation was achieved. Atlantic troughs passed 
over northern Germany almost daily, causing high levels of precipitation in many areas. By con-
trast, southern Germany was under the influence of high pressure until 19 November and the 
drought that had lasted for months continued. It was not until 20 November that the low pres-
sure system ‘Kunibert’ took a southerly path and finally brought more precipitation to the south 
too. On 21 November, St. Blasien-Menzenschwand in the Black Forest recorded precipitation of 
185.7 l/m² over a 48-hour period. The rain then turned to snow in many places. On 
23 November, 18 cm of snow was recorded in Sonthofen, with 28 cm falling in Oy-Mittelberg. 
 
An exceptional amount of sunshine in the south 
 
At around 70 hours, the sunshine duration was around 28 per cent higher than the average of 
54 hours. The south of the country saw most sun and here some stations recorded over 
120 hours, twice the normal figure. The regions that received little sunshine were distributed 
relatively unevenly throughout Germany. Places in the extreme west recorded less than 
30 hours. 
 


