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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
Improving weather forecasting in Pacific Islands 
 

Weather experts are meeting in Honiara, Solomon Islands to discuss further 

improvement of forecasting and providing early warnings on severe weather 

such as heavy rainfall, strong winds and high waves associated with tropical 

cyclones and other weather events. This is organized under the WMO Severe 

Weather Forecast and Disaster Risk Reduction Demonstration Project 

(SWFDDP).  

The meeting is officially opened by Mr. Melchior Mataki, Permanent Secretary 

of the Ministry for Environment, Climate Change, Disaster Management and 

Meteorology. Mr. Mataki encouraged the continued development and 

implementation of the SWFDDP in the Pacific Islands and to move it from 

demonstration to operation stage. He also called on WMO, collaborating and 

development partners to continue providing resources for the SWFDDP and 

routing operations of forecasting and providing warnings and alerts of severe 

and high impact weather events associated with tropical cyclones and other 

weather systems.    
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Heavy rainfalls cause rivers to rapidly fill and subsequently overflowing of 

water over the riverbanks flooding settlements, subsistence and commercial 

farming. Strong wind cause damages to properties, creates high ocean and 

sea waves and subsequently coastal inundation and flooding on coastal 

areas. These severe and high impact weather events and the impacts cause 

significant hardship to livelihood of communities both along the coasts and 

near rivers.  

Solomon Islands often affected by severe weather events from early stages 

of tropical cyclone development and other weather systems causing severe 

flooding. Using information from the MetConnect Pacific as part of the 

SWFFDP as a one-stop-shop to access information on severe weather 

events such as heavy rainfall, high oceans and seas waves, and strong winds 

enable Solomon Islands Meteorological Service to improve weather 

forecasting and nowcasting, and improve Standard Operating Procedures for 

warnings of heavy rainfall.   

The Severe Weather Forecast and Disaster Risk Reduction Demonstration 

Project as a series of regional subprojects to test the usefulness of weather 

information provided and made available from advanced global and regional 

centres. Its ultimate aim is to improving weather forecasting and warnings of 

severe and high impact weather events in countries where highly these 

advanced and sophisticated information are not used. The goals of the 

SWFDDP are: to improve the ability of the National Meteorological and 

Hydrological Services to forecast severe and high impact weather events;  to 

improve the lead time of alerting and warning of severe and high impact 

weather events; to improve the interaction and coordination between the 

National Meteorological and Hydrological Service and Disaster Management 

and Civil Protection Authorities before and during severe and high impact 



weather events; to identify gaps and areas to improve accuracy of highly 

advanced and sophisticated information from global and regional centres 

meteorological through regular consultation with the National Meteorological 

and Hydrological Services. 

The meeting is supported by the Government of Solomon islands through the 

Ministry of Environment, Climate Change, Disaster Management and 

Meteorology, WMO, Australian Bureau of Meteorology, Met Service New 

Zealand, UCAR, US NOAA NWS, SPREP, ORSNET, and the University of 

Hawaii. 

Contact details 

For more information on this topic, please contact Director Meteorology and Deputy 

Director Meteorology:  

Phone:  7697368 or 7458690  

Email: david.hiba@met.gov.sb or l.tahani@met.gov.sb 

 


