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REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE IMPLEMENTATION AND COORDINATION TEAM / OPAG ON PUBLIC 
WEATHER SERVICE  

Exeter, United Kingdom, 6th December 2019 

1. Introduction 

A short meeting of the Implementation and Coordination Team of the Open Programme Area Group on 
Public Weather Service Delivery (ICT-OPAG/PWSD) was held on the margins of the Joint Meeting of the ICT 
and Expert Teams of the OPAG held at the UK Met Office, Exeter on December 5th/6th 2019. 

2. Attendance 

The ICT-OPAG/PWSD meeting was attended by Mr Gerald Fleming. Dr Will Lang, Mr Eli Jacks, Ms Mingmei Li, 
and Ms Jennifer Milton, together with Ms Miriam Andrioli, Chief of Public Weather Service Delivery in the 
WMO Secretariat. 

3. Symposium on Impact-Based Forecast and Warning Services. 

It was agreed that a promotional piece on the Symposium, which had taken place over three days earlier 
that week, would be prepared for the WMO Strategic Communications Office team. Dr Will Lang will take 
the lead. 

4. Representation if Users in Expert Teams 

The importance of having representation of users in the Expert Teams was agreed. It was noted that the 
assent of the relevant Permanent Representatives would need to be acquired in advance. 

5. Communication with other OPAG members. 

It was agreed that communication from the ICT to the broader membership of the OPAG (the family of 
experts in PWSD) needed to be improved, to ensure that more people were aware of the ongoing work of 
the OPAG and had an opportunity to contribute to it 

6. CBS Certificates of Appreciation 

It was noted that the practice that had developed within the Commission for Basic Systems of presenting 
Certificates of Appreciation to experts who had contributed significantly to WMO work, and also that the 
Commission was shortly to be subsumed into the new Technical Commission structure. The ICT compiled a 
list of those who had made substantial contribution to the work of PWSD during the inter-Sessional period. 
The Chair of the OPAG will submit this list to the WMO Secretariat and the president of CBS. 

7. Officer positions within the new “Standing Committee on Services to Disaster Risk Reduction and the 
Public” (SC-DRR) 

There was some discussion as to who might go forward from the OPAG/PWSD for nomination as Chair or Co-
Chair of the new  SC-DRR. The Chair of the OPAG, Mr Gerald Fleming, informed the ICT that, having had the 
privilege of the Chair for the past 15 years, he felt it was time to move aside and to encourage others to take 
on the leadership of this work. The ICT went on to consider some possible names that might be put forward, 
pending the agreement of the relevant PRs. 


