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 The WMO SG met with UNSG on 1 March, 2017 to address his request for special 
assistance to Members who were suffering the significant influences from natural disasters 
such as flooding, drought and extreme weather events. 

 SG also met with the Deputy Director of UNOCC and USG of OCHA Stephen O’Brien. The 
WMO Assistant Secretary-General (ASG) and the WMO representative to the UN in New 
York had positive conversations with both the Director and Deputy Director of the UNOCC 
and his staff during the Senior Management Group on Disaster Risk Reduction on 25 April 
2017. 

 On 8-9 June 2017, a WMO Team consisting of the ASG, WMO’s Representative to the UN, 
the Director of Department of Weather Disaster Risk Reduction and Services (WDS) 
Department and representatives from the UK Met Office visited UNOCC to further discuss 
the provision of meteorological support into the UNOCC. 

Following this series of meetings WMO agreed to second a meteorological Advisor to the 
UNOCC in New York for a trial period of one month to help better understand the appetite for 
the increased use of meteorological information and to develop a proposal in respect of the 
provision of a sustainable service.  The UK Met Office kindly agreed to provide one of their 
Chief Meteorologists for the trial period with WMO funding the travel and accommodation costs. 

UNOCC 

The UNOCC is charged with providing situational assessment on UN operations, including crisis 
management to the Senior UN Leadership, this is delivered via daily situational assessments 
and the provision of immediate updates as required.  In slower time the UNOCC undertake 
more detailed analysis on operational threats and trends across the globe.  Prior to the trial 
embedding of the Met advisor the UNOCC sourced generally meteorological information from 
the UN-OCHA, the UN operations on the ground and publicly available websites as appropriate. 

Met Advisor Secondment Objectives 

The key objectives for the trial WMO met advisor supporting the UNOCC are detailed below.  
However, the prime objective is to translate the complex meteorological information into sector / 
subject specific impact based information enabling the UNOCC to provide a greater depth of 
understanding to their reporting to Senior UN staff members.  Specially the objectives for the 
Advisor while in New York are: 

 Working in close cooperation with the WMO representative to the UN, and UNOCC staff to 
determine the requirement for sustainable meteorological support to the United Nations 
Operations and Crisis Centre in New York by the World Meteorological Organization. This 
should include the requirement for Integration, Interpretation of meteorological advice / 
information and the requirement for the use of specific briefing products (both current and 
new and innovative products). 

 The provide initial confidential meteorological support to the UNOCC, utilizing authoritative 
information from members 

 To help develop in close cooperation with WMO representative to the UN, the Director of 
WDS and the WMO secretariat a proposal for the provision of ongoing support to the 
UNOCC and other UN organizations for consideration by the WMO members, following the 
completion of the initial Pilot Project.  This includes possible connections and integration 
with the GMAS platform.  

 Provide regular briefings to the senior WMO staff including as required 
 Participate in WMO planning meetings as necessary 
 Liaise with the respective members, regional associations and task teams as appropriate 

 



UNOCC and relationship with GMAS 

The current trial secondment of a meteorological advisor into the United Nations Operations and 
Crisis Centre in New York is an important element of the GMAS requirement gathering exercise. 
As previously discussed the UNOCC confidentially briefs the Senior UN leadership in respect of 
the global UN operations. Therefore, the embedding of an Advisor into this arena of provides 
the perfect opportunity to understand how and when the UNOCC can benefit from the use of 
authoritative meteorological information. Specifically this secondment not only provides 
immediate confidential advice as requested by the UNOCC, reaching out to NMHS as required, 
but will also look to discuss proposals for a long-term solution, should indeed this be required. 

Gaining this level of understanding is essential in determining not only some of the important 
GMAS requirements, but also in helping to understand the procedural and technical challenges 
which will be faced by GMAS going forward. This will also ensure of any future service / system 
is developed in such a way as to ensure all users of GMAS receive authoritative information and 
advice at all times. 

The work with the UNOCC an excellent start to the GMAS requirement gathering exercise, 
however,  the UNOCC are just one of many actors in the Humanitarian arena. While it’s 
probably impractical undertake a similar secondment phase with every major Humanitarian or 
Emergency Response stakeholder it is still important to invest time with the likes of the 
UNOCHA, UNHCR, WFP for example to understand more about their respective operations and 
therefore the appetite for harnessing impact based information and advice at both central and 
local levels. 

UNOCC Met Advisor Update 

October 2017 saw the start of a trial one month period with embedding a WMO Met adviser to 
provide relevant confidential delivery of Weather, Climate and Water information to the UN 
Operations and Crisis Center (UNOCC). This information is supporting critical strategic decision 
making for humanitarian operations and peacekeeping missions by UN Leadership. The WMO 
is sourcing authoritative information from its members, raising the visibility and value of such 
data and highlighting the global reach of the WMO. Close Coordination between WMO-WDS 
department, the WMO NY Office Rep, the UK Met Office and an attached Met adviser (currently 
Laura Paterson Chief Forecaster from the UK Met Office).  

This work is already having impacts on how the UN executive leadership is better informed on 
global weather/climate hotspots and able to respond earlier to emergencies and impacts. In the 
first period the WMO Met adviser has input daily to the situational reporting and analysis that the 
UNOCC carry out, drawing on information from a range of WMO member states. So far this has 
included using RSMC Nairobi’s guidance on heavy rains in South Sudan, and the Indian Met 
Department’s forecasts on the withdrawal of the southwest monsoon. The advisor has also 
delivered a number of more in depth pieces of work for use by UN senior leadership, using the 
National Hurricane Centre’s products on the Caribbean and Hurricane Nate. However, the 
advisor’s work so far has not been purely weather and climate related; indeed, the true benefit 
has been realized when the WMO information is integrated with the broad and complex 
sensitivities that the UN’s agencies face. This ability to provide integrated assessments is 
something that all UNOCC members pride themselves on.  

A report on the options for sustainability will be prepared including recommendations on the 
best proposed models. A very early draft of some of the potential options are described later in 
this  



The work with UNOCC links closely with proposal of the UN Secretary General for enhancing 
support to UN Humanitarian crisis management and emergency response. Building a robust 
early warning-early action and prevention approach.  

Guiding Principles:  

 Future delivery should be comprised of a partnership of members, seconding staff into 
WMO if appropriate. 

 

 Any partnership approach should adhere to standard WMO operating procedures, including 
a fair and open evaluation of any proposals 

 

 Any partnership must only provide confidential advice and must utilize authoritative national 
information as appropriate 

 
 Due to the extensive and complex nature of UNOCC operations then any future partnership 

will need to ensure that detailed knowledge of UNOCC Operations, Policy and Strategic 
intent is retained by all partners at all times 

 

At the time of writing this preliminary report the WMO advisor will have spent just seven days 
embedded within the UNOCC in New York.  Therefore, the options described below are very 
draft in nature and require further development with, in parallel, a detailed financial analysis to 
facilitate more in-depth discussions following the end of the pilot phase.  In time, other options 
may also develop which will also be taken into consideration in the development of the final 
report. 

Possible initial options:  

Full long-term embedding Model:  

1. Seconded adviser for period of 6-12 Months attached to WMO NY Office and 
working daily with UN Operations and crisis center.  

 
Shorter and rotational Model:  
 

2. Request bids from WMO members for either individual or partnership support to 
UNOCC including salaried adviser and living expenses,  

Remote support Model:   

3. Remote Model of support to UNOCC, back office operational support and access to 
focal points via video or email. Daily push of specific information to UNOCC from 
regional severe weather centers and compilation by WMO Secretariat   

 

 

 


