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Excerpts from the Abridged Final Report of the Seventeenth World 

Meteorological Congress related to Resolution 9. 

 

Identifiers for cataloguing extreme weather and climate events  

3.2.26 Regarding extreme weather and climate events and their reporting by Members, 

Congress noted the emphasis of the Sendai Framework for DRR 2015�2030 on the need 

for substantial reduction in disaster losses through the implementation of policies and 

practices for DRM based on an understanding of disaster risk in all its dimensions, 

including hazard characteristics. In this connection, Congress noted the need for 

systematic characterization and cataloguing of extreme weather and climate events in a 

form that allows data on losses and damage to be cross-referenced to these phenomena. 

In this regard, Congress recognized the Caribbean Climate Impacts Database (CCID) 

launched in Saint Lucia in May 2015, which archives impact information (including 

damage and loss information) associated with extreme weather and climate events in 

the Caribbean as a positive step in this direction. 

3.2.27 Congress noted that several TCs including CCl, the Commission for Agricultural 

Meteorology (CAgM), CHy, CBS, the Joint WMO-IOC Technical Commission for 

Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM), the Commission for Atmospheric 

Sciences (CAS), as well as RAs and relevant technical programmes are addressing 

different aspects of extreme events such as sector-specific indices, definitions of extreme 

weather and climate events, the development of extremes-related climate services, etc., 

and that this work needed to be consolidated. 

3.2.28 Congress adopted Resolution 9 (Cg-17) – Identifiers for cataloguing extreme 

weather, water and climate events. 
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Resolution 9 (Cg-17) 

IDENTIFIERS FOR CATALOGUING EXTREME WEATHER, WATER AND CLIMATE 

EVENTS 

THE WORLD METEOROLOGICAL CONGRESS, 

Noting: 

(1) The increasing frequency and magnitude of extreme weather, water and climate 

events and their impacts on different socioeconomic sectors, lives and livelihoods, 

(2) The calls for reducing the losses associated with extreme events in the Sendai 

Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015−2030, the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change Warsaw international mechanism for loss and damage 

associated with climate change impacts, and the United Nations draft sustainable 

development goals, 

Noting further: 

(1) That developing identifiers for cataloguing weather, water and climate extreme 

events in cooperation with institutions having competences about possible impact of 

those weather events can provide an unambiguous reference for associated losses 

and damages and can promote consistency in the characterization of extreme 

events, 

(2) That more consistent event characterization in terms of type of event, location, 

duration, magnitude and timing would allow for better evaluation of the types of 

losses and damages associated with different types of events, and the most 

damaging events and thresholds, and trends, 

Considering: 

(1) That many National Meteorological and Hydrological Services have developed and are 

maintaining historical catalogues of extreme events, 

(2) That many countries have established disaster loss and damage accounting systems 

that could help in monitoring the implementation of the Sendai Framework and other 

international policies, 

(3) That technical commissions, regional associations and technical programmes are at 

different stages in addressing the different aspects of extreme weather, water, 

climate and space weather events such as methodologies and standards for defining 

the events, indices, and creating web portals for event databases, and that there is a 

need for better understanding their roles in addressing this issue, 

(4) That an identifier and cataloguing system is an important prerequisite for the Atlas of 

Mortality and Economic Losses from Weather, Climate and Water Extremes and the 

United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction Global Assessment Reports on 

Disaster Risk Reduction, and that it could greatly assist the Global Framework for 

Climate Services by bringing a standardized approach of National Meteorological and 

Hydrological Services to the analysis and recording of extreme hydrometeorological 
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events in national databases, and by supporting the international exchange and 

validation of these data, 

Decides to standardize weather, water, climate, space weather and other related 

environmental hazard and risk information and develop identifiers for cataloguing 

weather, water and climate extreme events; 

Requests the Executive Council to provide oversight on the standardization of hazard 

information for loss and damage assessment; 

Requests the Commission for Basic Systems to develop, in collaboration with all 

technical commissions and regional associations, a proposal on standardized identifiers 

for cataloguing hazardous events for consideration by the Executive Council; 

Requests the Secretary-General to take the necessary actions, within the available 

budgetary resources, to facilitate the work on this important issue. 


