
WATER AND DISPLACEMENT 

World Meteorological Organization (WMO) - Salle Obasi, 6 December 2021, 
from 15:00 to 17:00 (hybrid) 

Programme of the event 

Opening remarks 

• Petteri Taalas, Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO)

• Janez Lenarčič, European Commissioner for Crisis Management

• Stanislav Raščan, State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and acting Minister for 
Development Cooperation 

Panel 1: Evidence on the link between water and displacement 

 Robert Mardini,  Director General of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)

 Olga Algayerova, UN Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of the UN Economic

Commission for Europe (UNECE)

 Esha Zaveri, Senior Economist, World Bank

 Boštjan Rogelj, PhD., assistant professor, Department of Geography,  University of Ljubljana

Panel 2: Actions to address water / climate / disaster displacement 

 Mami Mizutori, Assistant Secretary-General and Special Representative of the Secretary-General

for Disaster Risk Reduction

 Andrew Harper, Special Advisor on Climate Action, Office of the UN High Commissioner for

Refugees (UNHCR)

 Manuel Marques Pereira, Head of Division for Migration, Environment and Climate Change) at the

International Organization for Migration (IOM)

 Walter Kaelin, Special Envoy of the Chair of the Platform for Disaster Displacement (PDD)

Concept note 

Climate change is affecting water access for people around the world, causing more 
severe droughts and floods. Increasing global temperatures are one of the main 
contributors to this problem. Climate change affects the water cycle by influencing 
when, where, and how much precipitation falls. It also leads to more severe weather 
events. 

There is growing evidence of how water crises, together with the climate variability and 
other socio-economic factors, affect migration and displacement.  

https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/un-geneva_en


Displacement is one of the adaptive solutions for those affected by environmental 
degradation and the adverse effects of climate change, which often includes 
populations in fragile contexts or affected by conflicts. Some countries are particularly 
exposed to environmental pressure and consequent human mobility, both directly, 
through the impacts on their population and economy, and indirectly, through the 
impact of displacement on the hosting societies.  

One aspect of climate-related displacement is sudden and temporary moving in the 
face of hydrological disasters (intensive climate risks), which make up for 90% of all 
natural disasters related to natural hazards. In addition, displacement also occurs due 
to slow-onset water related disasters, such as coastal erosion, sea-level rise, droughts 
and desertification.  

Nearly two billion people in the world lack access to clean water and more than two 
billion do not have adequate sanitation facilities. Other estimates regarding 
desertification point to a possible 1.8 billion living in water-scarcity and 5.3 billion living 
under water-stress conditions by 2025, and 135 million being displaced by 2050. 
Several million migrants already state ‘environmental degradation’ and ‘climate 
change’ as the main drivers for their decision to migrate. Alarmingly, this number may 
rise to tens of millions within the next 20 years, and hundreds of millions in the next 50 
years.  

According to a recent World Bank report, water deficits are linked to 10 percent of the 
increase in total internal displacement between 1970 and 2000. By the end of this 
century, worsening droughts are projected to affect about 700 million people. These 
climate shocks will have a disproportionate impact on the developing world, with more 
than 85 percent of people affected living in low- or middle-income countries. 

Water and climate-related displacement have become a significant global 
development issue. Water is not only critical for the environment, but also essential for 
economic and social development.  

Purpose of the event: The event will raise awareness of the link between water and 
displacement. Climate change is accelerating a global water crisis: how much of a role 
will this play in global population displacement? The event will be a collective effort by 
policy makers, institutions and academia to start unpacking evidence on the links 
between water and displacement, and to better understand the role of the water-
climate-development nexus in human displacement, discussing the existing policy 
initiatives in this context.  

Participants 
Representatives of Permanent Missions in Geneva, United Nations agencies, funds 
and programmes, non-governmental and international organisations, as well as other 
interested stakeholders including academia and the private sector. 


