
Signing of Memorandum of Understanding between Hong Kong Observatory and 

Thai Meteorological Department  

 

A Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation between the Hong Kong 

Observatory (HKO) and the Thai Meteorological Department (TMD) was signed at 

Bangkok, Thailand today (18 September 2017).  The signing ceremony was attended 

by Mr. C.M. Shun, Director of the Hong Kong Observatory and Mr. Wanchai 

Sakudomchai, Director-General of the Thai Meteorological Department.  A number 

of delegates witnessed the signing of the MOU, including government 

representatives of Thailand and the regional officer on meteorology from the Asia 

and Pacific Office of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). 

 

TMD and HKO have a long history of cooperation.  It dates at least back to 1970 

with the establishment of the Bangkok – Hong Kong circuit for the international 

exchange of meteorological information under the Global Telecommunications 

System of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO).  In the high level meeting 

between HKO and TMD before the MOU signing ceremony, both parties agreed to 

pursue a number of collaborative areas, including windshear detection, 

thunderstorm nowcasting, co-ordination in the issuance of significant weather 

warning for aviation, and training of meteorological personnel. 

 

Speaking before the MOU signing ceremony, Mr. Shun recalled the recent typhoon 

and hurricane disasters in many parts of the world which showed that effective 

multi-hazard early warning systems are essential infrastructures that countries need 

to further enhance for the assurance of public safety and protection of properties.  

He said, “based on the MOU, the collaboration between HKO and TMD will be 

brought to a higher level, and Thailand and Hong Kong, China, as Members of WMO, 

will play even bigger roles in fostering regional and international meteorological 

cooperation contributing to public safety and for the betterment of societies.  I look 

forward to continual developments of even closer collaboration between our two 

organizations in the years to come.” 

 

Mr. Sakudomchai agreed that there were lots of area for collaboration between HKO 

and TMD.  As spoken at the signing ceremony, he indicated that “establishment of 

the MOU between HKO and TMD will deepen our cooperation, significantly 

contribute to the meteorological operations and development and bring out the 

tangible benefits to support the safety of lives and properties, human activities, 

including socio-economic and business sectors in sustainable ways.” 

 



For fostering international cooperation, HKO has signed MOUs in the past several 

years with the National Meteorological Services of a number of countries, including 

France, Republic of Korea and the Philippines. 

 
Mr. Shun (left) and Mr. Sakudomchai (right) photographed at the MOU signing 

ceremony. 


