
TANZANIAN REGIONAL COMMISSIONER ASKED FOR 
BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE CLIMATE REGIMES 
AND POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE TO THE 
TROPICAL MOUNTAINS AND THEIR ECOSYSTEMS.                           

 
Participants of the Global Cryosphere Watch: Tropical Cryosphere 
Workshop in Arusha, from 4 to 6 July 2017. 
 
‘Observation, monitoring and research must enable better 
understanding of the climate regimes and potential impacts of 
climate change to the tropical mountains and their ecosystems’. 
Said the Tanzania Regional Commissioner for Arusha Hon: 
Mrisho Gambo during the Global Cryosphere Watch (GWC): 
Tropical Cryosphere workshop organized by the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) and hosted by the Tanzania 
Meteorological Agency (TMA) in Arusha, Tanzania from 04th to 
6th July 2017. On his speech the Regional Commissioner indicated 
a great hope that the workshop may provide a great and unique 
opportunity in addressing the observation and monitoring 
challenges facing high mountains areas particularly in tropical 
region and specifically the snow caped highest peak in Africa 
Mount Kilimanjaro. He also thanks the World Meteorological 
Organization for its continual support and selecting Tanzania 
specifically Arusha as the workshop venue. 



 
Previously, the Permanent Representative of Tanzania with WMO 
and Director General of TMA, Dr. Agnes Kijazi in her remarks said 
currently there is limited understanding about the potential 
impacts of climate change on High Mountains and its associated 
ecosystems including water resources and diversity of flora and 
fauna. She indicated the main reason to be lack of information and 
data emanating from inadequate observation and hence she said 
the workshop has come at right time so as to address this 
challenge and she expected the participants to identify high-
mountain stations for potential inclusion in the Cryonet. 
 

On his side the Chairperson of the Panel Dr. Árni Snorrason, 
Director General of the Icelandic Meteorological Office noted that 
this workshop is one of the activities initiated under the priority of 
WMO on Polar and High mountain activities. It is organized 
under the Global Cryosphere Watch, which is one of the core 
WMO activities under this priority. Like all priorities of WMO, it 
aims at improving the decision-making capabilities of the Member 
countries addressing the risks related to natural hazards, as a 
result of climate change. The workshop will focus specifically on 
recommendations for improving observations and related analysis 
and information dissemination on the snow and glaciers in the 
mountainous regions of tropical regions, including Mount 
Kilimanjaro and Mount Kenya.  
 
On behalf of the Secretary General of WMO,  Ms Rodica Nitu 
thanked TMA and Dr Kijazi for the kind invitation to hold this 
workshop in Arusha, which has been many times an important 
place of meeting for other WMO activities. The leadership role of 
TMA and of Dr Kijazi in promoting the contribution of African 
countries to the Global Cryosphere Watch is very welcome by 
WMO, and is an indication of the commitment of the international 
community to address the need for developing adaptation 
strategies in all aspects of the society and economy. Ms Nitu noted 



that this workshop has brought together representatives of 
scientific community from five continents, united by the common 
goal of addressing the current climate change challenges. 
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