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WMO Unified Data Policy approved 

  
The free and unrestricted exchange of observational data from all parts 
of the world and of other data products among all WMO Members must 
be updated and strengthened to accommodate the explosive growth in 
the demand for weather, climate and water monitoring and prediction 
data to support essential services needed by all sectors of society, as 
they face issues such as climate change, increasing frequency and 
impact of extreme weather, and implications for food security. The 
extraordinary session of the World Meteorological Congress held during 
11-22 October 2021, through its Resolution 1, has approved the WMO 
Unified Data Policy. The approved policy encompasses all WMO-
relevant Earth system data, expresses clear organizational commitment 
to “free and unrestricted data exchange”, has expanded scope and 
purpose of Core and Recommended data, calls for implementation via 
regulatory material and includes Guidelines on the application of data 
policy in public-private engagement. The WMO Unified Data Policy, 
together with the other two initiatives adopted at the same Extraordinary 
Congress, i.e. the Global Basic Observing Network (GBON) and the 
Systematic Observations Financing Facility (SOFF), will dramatically 
strengthen the world’s weather and climate services through a 
systematic increase in much needed observational data and data 
products from across the globe. 
  
Read More 

 
 

 

http://public.wmo.int/en/our-mandate/what-we-do/observations/Unified-WMO-Data-Policy-Resolution
https://library.wmo.int/index.php?lvl=notice_display&id=21856#.YEc-iGhKjcc


 

 
 

 

 

 

Kick-off of the second WMO OCP White Paper 

  
The drafting of the second WMO Open Consultative Platform White 
Paper (OCP WP#2) on “Evolving Roles and Responsibilities – Future of 
National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (Vison 2030+)" was 
kicked off in August 2021.  The Open Consultative Platform (OCP) was 
established by WMO to provide an open, constructive and participatory 
framework for addressing collaboratively the grand challenges before 
the “weather enterprise”. The first High-Level Roundtable (June 2019, 
Geneva, Switzerland), held in parallel with the 18th World Meteorological 
Congress and the Meteorological Technology World Expo 2019, agreed 
on a Joint Statement on the future collaborative actions of the 
stakeholders, which includes the development of collaborative White 
Papers (WPs) addressing the identified thematic areas. The first OCP 
White Paper “Future of weather and climate forecasting” was published 
on 1st April 2021. The OCP WP#2 was kicked off following a focused 
discussion on the evolving roles of NMHSs at the Second High-Level 
session of the OCP (OCP-HL-2) (26-27 May 2021). The OCP WP#2 will 
be a collective endeavor of a drafting team composed of 29 contributing 
authors led by Prof. Gerhard Adrian, the President of WMO. The OCP 
WP#2 is anticipated to be ready for publishing in spring 2022. It will 
address the issues and challenges under the overarching question “How 
do you see the NMHS in 2030?”, and will inform the important decisions 
on the future of the NMHSs at national level with potential scenarios and 
ideas for possible governance choices.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The first Regional Pilot Project on PPE 

adopted by WMO RA II 
  



The first regional pilot project on PPE was adopted by the WMO 
Regional Association for Asia (RA II). The Pilot Project on Public-Private 
Engagement for Smart Meteorological Services in Mega-cities (PP-
SMSC) aims at exploring the PPE model in developing integrated urban 
meteorological services. The concept and proposal of the pilot project 
was developed by a few Members of RA II in collaboration with the PPE 
Office and the Regional Office for Asia and the South-West Pacific of the 
Department for Member Services and Development at the WMO 
Secretariat, and will be implemented as part of the operating plan of RA 
II. Both the Geneva Declaration 2019 and the WMO Guidelines for PPE 
place much emphasis on the actions to facilitate proactive PPE at 
regional and national levels. The PP-SMSC is the first pilot project of 
PPE among all regions. It is expected to provide experience, good 
practices and lessons on how to downscale the high-level policy and 
guidance into concrete initiatives that are tailored to the needs of a 
region or sub-region and its Members.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

WMO-GWP Associated Programme on Flood 
Management (APFM) Support Base Partners 

  
Since 2009, the Associated Programme on Flood Management (APFM) 
- a joint initiative of WMO and Global Water Partnership founded in 2001 
and celebrating this year its 20 years anniversary - has implemented a 
network of Support Base Partners to support the HelpDesk on Integrated 
Flood Management. Support Base Partners include more than 30 
external institutions from NMHSs to Academia and the Private sector. 
They provide support to requests received by APFM from Members on 
Integrated Flood Management and contribute to the development of 
project proposals jointly with the APFM Technical Support Unit. As a 
successful example of Public-Private Engagement, the involvement of 
the Support Base Partners has led to the successful development and 
implementation of various projects, such as the Volta Flood and Drought 
Management or hydrological components of CREWS in West Africa and 
the Caribbean. 
  
Read More 

 
 

 

Open Consultative Platform (OCP) 

Innovation Seminars 

 
 

 

https://www.floodmanagement.info/


 

 

OCP Innovation Webinar: Met Office and Microsoft 
share information on what their partnership 

means for the future of the Met Office 

  
In April 2021, the UK Met Office signed a multimillion-pound agreement 
with Microsoft for the provision of a world-leading supercomputing 
capability that will take weather and climate forecasting to the next level. 
Once up and running, the new supercomputer will help ensure 
government, industry and communities better prepared for severe 
weather and the changing climate through more detailed models, better 
forecasting of local-scale weather and increased access to greater 
amounts of weather and climate data. The OCP Innovation Webinar 
“Met Office and Microsoft share information on what their partnership 
means for the future of the Met Office” was held on 4 October 2021. Prof. 
Penny Endersby, the Chief Executive of the Met Office, Mr. Charles 
Ewen, Technology Director / Chief Information Officer of the Met Office 
and Mr. Chris Perkins, the General Manager for Public Sector of 
Microsoft UK shared with the webinar attendees the Met Office’s new 
partnership with Microsoft to harness their next supercomputing 
capability and data technologies to deliver scientific and technological 
innovation for weather and climate forecasting. The presentations and 
discussions focused on the needed changes in strategic thinking and 
planning, infrastructure and partnership paradigm to address the new 
challenges as a result of changing technologies. 
  
Read More 

 
 

 

Consultation with Stakeholders 

 
 

 

  

WMO-Google Innovation Workshop 

on Flood Forecasting 

  
WMO-Google Innovation Workshop on flood forecasting models and 
services was held on 8 July, 2021, in the presence of experts from both 
sides and other invited people. At the workshop, the Google experts 
presented the Google Flood Forecasting Initiative together with the 
models and services used. The WMO Standing Committee of Hydrology 

https://public.wmo.int/en/our-mandate/how-we-do-it/public-private-engagement-ppe/ocp-innovation-webinar-UKMO-AND-MSUK
https://www.gweforum.org/gwe-online-forum-1-about/


(SC-HYD) team presented WMO’s ongoing practice and criteria for 
evaluating, selecting and developing flood forecasting models and 
platform. The presentations were followed by a discussion on the 
challenges and opportunities related to emerging flood forecasting 
technologies. 
  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

PPEO talks to the China Meteorological Service 
Association Workshop 

  
To promote dialogue and collaboration between the public sector and 
private companies in the domain of meteorological services in China, the 
China Meteorological Service Association (CMSA) organized a 
symposium with the theme “Public-private partnerships in the 
globalization of weather and climate industry” on 28 July 2021. The 
symposium was attended by representatives of the China 
Meteorological Administration, commercial companies in China with 
overseas business, and foreign companies with branch offices in China 
and academic institutes. Tatsuya Kimura, Director of Public-Private 
Engagement Office (PPEO) of the WMO Secretariat, was invited as a 
keynote speaker at the symposium and made a presentation on WMO 
policies and initiatives on PPE. The symposium had a discussion around 
the PPE-related issues in the context of a growing global weather and 
climate business, including: the policy support from the government to 
an effective public-private partnership mechanism, the development of 
industry’s self-regulation to enable weather service with improved quality 
and standards, and the prospect for developing data sharing platform 
engaging both public- and private-sector stakeholders. 
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PPE homepage refurbished  



The PPE homepage on WMO public website has been refurbished. The segments on Activities and 
Events and PPE Resources have been reorganized to make it much easier for you to find and use 
what you want.  
  

Summary Report for OCP-HL-2 now available online 

The summary report of the Second High-Level session of the Open Consultative Platform (OCP-HL-
2) is now available online in English. 
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Recognizing the diversity of business models, legislative frameworks and policies, we encourage 
sharing of your experience at our website. Your experience shared as good practices will help those 
who wish to learn from them in various national and international contexts, in identifying their 
challenges, finding clues to the solution of the challenges, and reaching best possible solution that 
suit their own situation. Please contact ppe@wmo.int to share your successful business models 
and/or promulgation of legislative frameworks and policies. 
  
Note: This newsletter was sent to you by WMO's PPE team, either because you are subscribed to 
the PPE Newsletter or because you are a leading member of the PPE activities. If you would like 
to contribute an article, or provide your feedback, please let us know at ppe@wmo.int.  
  
Want to change how you receive these emails? 
You can subscribe or unsubscribe from this list.  
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