
Trinidad and Tobago Meteorological Service Held its Fifth National Climate Outlook Forum in 

Support of Disaster Risk Reduction 

As part of implementing the Global Framework for Climate Services Programme at the 

national level, the Trinidad and Tobago Meteorological Service (TTMS) in collaboration with 

the Caribbean Catastrophe Risk Insurance Facility Segregated Portfolio Company (CCRIF 

SPC) hosted the 2017 Wet Season-Fifth National Climate Outlook Forum (NCOF-V) under 

the theme “Engaging Communities and Disaster Managers for Disaster Risk Reduction”. The 

event took place on Wednesday 17
th

 May, 2017 in Westmoorings, Trinidad. 

In his welcome address; Mr. Marlon Noel, Director, TTMS and Permanent Representative of 

Trinidad and Tobago with WMO said, “Disaster risk reduction is a priority for the TTMS 

because the protection of lives, property and livelihoods is at the core of our priorities. 

Activities such as NCOF and similar round table discussions held by the Met. Service are 

fully in line with the Sendai Framework, because they aim to further strengthen disaster 

preparedness response across the country by providing relevant information and guidance 

that can enable taking action ahead of climatic events". 

The Honourable Fitzgerald Hinds, M.P, Minister of Public Utilities, line minister for the 

TTMS also highlighted the significance of the NCOF in his opening address. He noted that 

climate has a major impact on our socio-economic circumstances and therefore strategic 

coordinated action becomes even more a priority in light of climate change and its effects.  

Minister of National Security, Major General (Ret’d) The Honourable Edmund Dillon, 

underscored the importance of the shared responsibility model in dealing with disasters in his 

feature address. He stated that this approach fosters sustained collaboration among climate 

information users and providers which will result in effective adaptation and mitigation and 

climate risk management. He also highlighted the government's commitment to reduce 

climate-related disaster risks and losses through its implementation of the Sendai Framework 

and the Regional Convention of the Comprehensive Disaster Management Strategy 

Framework and the future development of a disaster risk management policy for Trinidad and 

Tobago. 

"The Rainfall and Temperature Outlook for Trinidad and Tobago for the Wet Season 

indicates that chances are highest for below normal rainfall across most areas. 

Notwithstanding this, the forecast calls for between 14-18 extremely wet days in Trinidad and 

11-13 in Tobago during the season. This suggests that the risk for flooding is still high across 

the country," said Mrs. Arlene Aaron-Morrison, Climatologist, TTMS. "Temperatures are 

forecasted to continue being warmer than usual with enhanced chances for above normal day 

and night temperatures during the wet season," she said. 

After the presentation of the outlook, participants were organized in groups to discuss the 

application of the seasonal forecast within their respective sectors and organizations. 

Stakeholders from the disaster management sector provided feedback on their experiences 

and the benefits of using the seasonal outlook in decision making and planning. NCOF-V 

helped participants improve their understanding of the seasonal climate outlook and provided 

the TTMS with information on how climate services can be tailored to the needs of users, 

particularly those from the disaster risk reduction sector. 



At NCOF-V presentations were done on the future early warning system (Common Alerting 

Protocol) and public weather forecast service (Probability Forecasting). Participants were 

also introduced to new TTMS products and services such as the Geographic Information 

System (GIS) Portal, Dengue Early Warning Tool, Atmospheric Dust Haze Concentration 

Forecast and the Coral Reef Watch.   

Over 90 stakeholders from priority climate sensitive sectors and other key agencies 

participated in NCOF-V. Stakeholders in attendance included Trinidad and Tobago Defence 

Force, Trinidad and Tobago Police Service, Office of Disaster Preparedness and 

Management, Trinidad & Tobago Red Cross Society, Water Resources Agency, BHP Billiton 

Trinidad and Tobago, Trinidad and Tobago Electricity Commission, Ministry of Health, 

Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, Ministry of Works and Transport, Public 

Transport Services Corporation and the Caribbean Institute of Meteorology and Hydrology. 

Participants found the forum to be valuable and useful and recommended that the NCOF 

should continue. 
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Director,TTMS, Marlon Noel, left, explains the function of an automatic weather station to Minister of National 

Security Edmund Dillon, right, and Minister of Public Utilities Fitzgerald Hinds at the Fifth National Climate 

Outlook Forum. 


