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Meeting of the WMO Commission for Climatology 
Expert Team on Sector-specific Climate Indices 

(ET-SCI) 
 

Sydney, Australia 
18-20 February 2019 

 
LOCAL INFORMATION 

 
General 
 
The Meeting of the WMO Commission for Climatology (CCl) Expert Team on 
Sector-specific Climate Indices (ET-SCI), will be held at the Climate Change 
Research Centre (CCRC) in the Kensington Campus of the University of New South 
Wales (UNSW). CCRC is located on the 4th Floor of the Mathews Building (Building 
F23 on this map). If coming by bus or on foot, it is best to come through gates 8, 9 
or 11. 
 
About Sydney 
 
Sydney is the largest and most populous city in Australia and the state capital of 
New South Wales. Approximately 4.5 million people inhabit the greater 
metropolitan area, however the city centre is located only a few kilometres from the 
coast. The city is built on hills surrounding Port Jackson, commonly known as 
Sydney Harbour, where the iconic Sydney Opera House and the Harbour Bridge are 
featured prominently. The oldest part of Sydney, known as The Rocks, features 
many good pubs, cafes and souvenir shops. The hinterland of the metropolitan area 
is surrounded by national parks, and the coastal regions feature many bays, rivers, 
inlets and beaches including the famous Bondi Beach. UNSW itself is located within 
walking distance of Coogee where workshop delegates have the opportunity to 
enjoy the scenic beach and nearby cafes and restaurants. Within the city are many 
notable parks, including Hyde Park and the Royal Botanical Gardens. If you have 
some spare time before or after the workshop, this website has some great tourist 
activities. 
 

  

http://www.ccrc.unsw.edu.au/
http://www.ccrc.unsw.edu.au/
https://student.unsw.edu.au/kmap
https://www.sydney.com.au/sights.htm
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How to get to Sydney and UNSW 
 
If coming directly from the airport, a taxi fare to UNSW should be around $30. It is 
about a 15-20 minute trip. Taxis into the city from the airport are generally around 
$40. UNSW is located in Randwick, in the ‘eastern suburbs’ of Sydney. It is 15-20 
minutes away from the city. The best way to get there from the city is by bus from 
Central station. A direct bus from Central (891) goes from stand D on Eddy Ave, 
and will drop you at either gates 8 or 9. Other bus routes, such as 373, 395 or M50 
may also be useful, though may depart from other locations. 
 
Check this website for a trip planner to work out which route is best for you (tip: 
final destination is High St near Gate 9 UNSW, Randwick – currently unavailable due 
to construction see below). Please note most Sydney buses are on a PREPAID 
system. You will need an OPAL CARD, which is electronic and requires you to “tap on” 
and “tap off” for each trip. Opal cards are generally sold at newsagents but are also 
available at the post office on the UNSW campus. 
 
Note that there is a lot of construction around the campus at the moment so you 
may have to follow alternative pedestrian routes offered at the construction zones. 
Buses may also leave you at slightly different locations. If you have any queries 
please contact your local coordinator. 
 
Hotels and Accommodation 
 
Please find attached some accommodation information. You are responsible for 
your hotel bookings and settlement of the bill. If you want to stay within walking 
distance of the workshop venue then please choose accommodation in Randwick or 
Coogee. Hotels like Coogee Bay Hotel, Crowne Plaza or the Dive hotel are less than 
a 30 min walk from the workshop venue and closer to the beach. You could also 
potentially stay in the city but this would involve ~30-40 min bus ride to UNSW.  
 
Time zone 
 
In relation to Greenwich, Sydney is +11 hours. 
 
Electricity 
 
Voltage in Australia is 230V 50Hz. Travellers from most nations in Asia, Africa and 
Europe should have appliances that work on the same mains voltage as Australia - 
therefore you will not need a voltage converter. Notable exceptions to this are 
Japan, USA and Canada which uses 100/120V 50/60Hz. Please make sure to bring 
suitable adapters if your plug pins do not match the power outlets in Australia.  
The local host cannot provide any adapters for participant use. 

http://www.transportnsw.info/


3 
 

  

Australian outlet and power cord 

 
Internet Access 
 
All participants are required to bring their own laptops/tablets with wifi capabilities 
to access the Internet. Free wifi access can be provided at the meeting venue, 
details of which will be provided at the time of the meeting. Those participants who 
have access to eduroam will be able to use that. 
 
 
Weather 
 
The climate of Sydney is temperate, with the following climate statistics for the 
month of February, based on the data period 1981-2010: 
 

Monthly mean maximum temperature:  26.5°C 
Monthly mean minimum temperature: 19.7°C 
Monthly mean rainfall:      136.6 mm 
Mean number of days of rain ≥ 1 mm: 9 

 
If you want to know more detailed climate statistics of Sydney, 
see http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/averages/tables/cw_066062.shtml 
 
For weather forecasts of Sydney, 
see http://www.bom.gov.au/nsw/forecasts/sydney.shtml    
 
 
Money Matters 
 
The official currency is Australian dollar. The exchange rate from USD to AUD varies, 
although generally the USD is about $.09-$.4 stronger than the AUD. This means 
$1.00 USD is equivalent to approximately $1.30 AUD on average. Currently it is 
equivalent to $1.39 AUD. To check the current exchange rate at any time, go 
to http://www.xe.com/.  
 
 
 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/averages/tables/cw_066062.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/nsw/forecasts/sydney.shtml
http://www.xe.com/
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Credit Cards/ATMs 
 
MasterCard and Visa are both commonly accepted in Australia followed by Diners 
Club cards, accepted in many places, as well as limited acceptance of American 
Express. Discover credit card is generally NOT accepted in Australia. Credit card 
issuers commonly charge anywhere from 1% to 3% for purchases made in other 
countries. Before travelling, contact the bank that issued your credit card or debit 
card and ask about their fees.  
 
ATMs are available throughout Australia. When you contact your bank before 
traveling, ask if they partner with any banks in Australia that will allow you to use 
their ATMs without a charge. 
 
Before travelling to Australia, be sure to contact your bank and inform them that 
you will be traveling and using your credit/debit card overseas. If you fail to inform 
your bank of your travel plans, your card may be put on hold and you will not have 
immediate access to your account. 
 
Visa Requirements 
 
For most foreign participants, visas are required to enter to Australia. It may take 
some time to process the visa; therefore, you are encouraged to begin the visa 
application as soon as possible. Contact local host and/or WMO Secretariat if you 
need letters of support to accompany visa applications.  For documentation 
requirements, please contact the concerned Australian Consulate. 
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Contact Details  

Local Coordinator 
 
Dr Lisa Alexander 
Associate Professor Climate Change Research Centre and 
ARC Centre of Excellence for Climate Extremes 
University of New South Wales 
Sydney NSW 2052 Australia 
 
Tel: +61 (0)2 93858954 
Fax: +61 (0)2 93858969 
E-mail: l.alexander@unsw.edu.au  
 
WMO Secretariat  
 
World Climate Applications & Services Division (WCAS) 
Climate Prediction and Adaptation Branch (CLPA) 
Climate and Water Department (CLW) 
World Meteorological Organization 
7bis, Avenue de la Paix 
Case Postale No. 2300 
1211 Geneva 2 
Switzerland 
 
Fax: +41-22-730-8042 
 
Dr Rupa Kumar Kolli, Chief 
Phone: +41-22-730-8377 
E-mail: RKolli@wmo.int    
 
Ms Anahit Hovsepyan, Scientific Officer 
Phone: +41-22-730-8212 
E-mail: AHovsepyan@wmo.int   
 
Ms Maud Steiner, Senior Secretary 
Phone: +41-22-730-8012 
Email: MSteiner@wmo.int  

mailto:l.alexander@unsw.edu.au
mailto:RKolli@wmo.int
mailto:AHovsepyan@wmo.int
mailto:MSteiner@wmo.int

