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The I-DARE portal 
The International Data Rescue (I-DARE) portal http://www.idare-portal.org provides a 
single point of entry for general information of worldwide rescued and to be rescued data 
and DARE projects, and on best practices and tools for DARE. The portal facilitates the 
increasing need for coordination regarding DARE in order to avoid duplication and to 
enable sustained approaches. The information in the portal consist of items such as 
project name, contact information, country, rescue status, type of assistance needed, 
parameters, dates, and documents. Metadata or the rescued data themselves are not 
provided. The use of the I-DARE portal is facilitated by quick start guides in five WMO 
languages.  Although some users indeed indicate to need some form of assistance, there 
seems presently no mechanism to inform them on possibilities for help.  
   The I-DARE portal is supervised by WMO’s Commission for Climate (CCl) Expert Team 
on Data Rescue and Management (ET DRM), under the auspices of the Global Framework 
for Climate Services (GFCS), and is operated by the Royal Netherlands Meteorological 
Institute (KNMI). The portal was set up in 2015 in response to the recommendation of 
the extraordinary session of WMO Congress in 2012 to enhance the capacity of NMHSs 
and other climate data communities to accelerate recovery and digitization of old and 
recent climate records. WMO has asked its members to nominate a national DARE focal 
point and provide DARE activity information to the portal. Presently there are 90 users of 
the portal, 50 projects, and 50 DARE focal points. These numbers hardly increase 
anymore. This might be due to saturation, but the portal might also still miss a 
substantial amount of DARE activities and need more advertising.  The I-DARE portal has 
been presented at a WMO congress side meeting in 2015, at the ACRE workshops in 
2016 (Maynooth), 2017 (Auckland) and 2018 (Tokyo), at the EMS 2018 (Budapest), for 
the Copernicus Climate Change Service, and at several other occasions. In 2017 the 
portal had 1300 visitors in 1800 sessions; in 2018 up to 3 December these numbers are 
400 and 500, respectively.  
   The I-DARE portal has been developed by an external IT-expert from the Netherlands, 
in close interaction with KNMI. Also presently this expert still regularly adds small 
improvements to the portal, applies regular maintenance, such as implementing Drupal 
security updates, and fixes the portal when it does not work properly. This regular work 
costs about 2000 Euro per year, which was funded by WMO up to 2017 and by the C3S 
DRS project described below in 2018. The I-DARE portal runs at a computer of KNMI, 
but will be migrated probably next year to Amazon Cloud Service, together with other 
applications of KNMI. 
 
Copernicus Climate Change Service 
The Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S) supports the coordination of DARE 
activities in the current (2017-2020) C3S Data Rescue Service (C3S DRS) project, which 
will run an online portal with DARE activity information and metadata of past, current 
and planned climate DARE projects, provide a wide range of data rescue tools, and run 
capacity building workshops. The draft portal is available at the temporary URL 
https://drs-beta.bopen.eu/, the definitive URL http://datarescue.climate.copernicus.eu  
will be probably become available in the end of 2018. 
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   Project leader of the C3S DRS project is Rob Allan (Met Office, UK). The four work 
packages of the project and their leaders and affiliations are: 1) Data rescue activity 
database (Peter Siegmund, KNMI Netherlands), 2) Data rescue registry services (Maria 
Valente, IDL, Portugal), 3) Data rescue support services (Stefan Brönnimann, University 
of Bern, Switzerland), and 4) Data rescue capacity building workshops (Kate Willett, Met 
Office). The C3S DRS portal has been constructed by the Italian software company B-
Open, in close collaboration with the C3S DRS team. 
   The DARE activity information presently available on the C3S DRS portal has been 
copied from the I-DARE portal. The C3S DRS portal also provides a clickable global map 
that links to the original I-DARE activity information. New projects or changes in existing 
projects on the I-DARE portal are automatically copied once per day to the C3S DRS 
portal. Users can, after registration, also add new projects directly to the C3S portal. The 
I-DARE coordinator then receives a notification e-mail, and can add the new project, 
after contacting the corresponding user, to the I-DARE portal as well. The relevance and 
use of the C3S DRS portal will be explained in a video. 
 
Potential future development 
In the future the I-DARE portal could be continued in its present form, but it could also 
be replaced by the C3S DRS portal. As mentioned above, the activity information of the 
I-DARE projects is available on the C3S DRS portal as well. Like for the I-DARE portal, 
users can register at the C3S portal and add and modify DARE activity information. 
However, the I-DARE portal has an English, French and Spanish version, whereas the 
C3S DRS portal is in English only. The I-DARE portal operates under the flag of the WMO 
and thus represents all countries, whereas the C3S DRS portal is part of the European 
Copernicus Programme. Also, the I-DARE portal meets the WMO web requirement 
standards and brands WMO and GFCS, whereas the C3S DRS portal meets the standards 
of C3S and brands C3S. Further, within the DARE community the I-DARE portal, which 
exists since 2015,  is probably better known than the new C3S DRS portal. Hosting of I-
DARE by KNMI could very likely be continued in the future. Up to now KNMI has covered 
the costs of hosting the portal, but this might not necessarily remain so. Future hosting 
the C3S DRS portal, after the end of the C3S DRS project in 2020, is probably secured 
as well, but this, as well as its future funding, should be discussed with C3S or its 
successor.  Maintenance costs of the I-DARE portal in 2019 en 2020 will possibly be 
funded by the C3S DRS project, but after 2020 funding by WMO might be desired.  
 


