
Dear colleagues,

I am writing to inform you of my candidacy for President of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO).  
My vision for the WMO is fundamentally shaped by my experience learning from, and working with, the 
founders of modern meteorology. Beginning in the middle of the last century, international leaders in our 
field worked tirelessly, in a spirit of partnership and with singular focus, to address key scientific challenges 
involved with global analysis and prediction of climate and weather events.  I believe we owe them a deep 
debt of gratitude for advancing our global observing and prediction capabilities, as well as for the 
continued existence of a vibrant international community bound by a commitment to the common good.

As the world continues to change, so must we. As a global community, we face increasing vulnerability to 
environmental hazards, especially those related to weather, water, and climate events. Population is 
increasing in vulnerable areas, and more infrastructure is at risk due to extreme natural events. In the 
United States alone, four out of five Americans live in areas that have been declared weather-related 
disaster areas occurring over the past six years. As signs of climate change grow more pronounced, we 
anticipate continued sea-level rise, more frequent and more extreme precipitation events, record 
temperatures, heat waves and droughts, and a host of related societal impacts.  

To address these challenges, I believe we can make the next leap forward in predictive capability by 1) 
reinvigorating a sense of common purpose among the global partners that constitute the membership of 
the WMO and 2) building upon the new strategic plan to understand and predict the environment based on 
an Earth System Science perspective. To do so, we will need to embrace the weather, water, and climate 
linkage that was established within the WMO “Grand Challenges” in 2010 to advance the science and 
predictive capabilities needed to address the increasing vulnerabilities noted above. Even more 
importantly, we must then make sure applications derived from these advances are responsive to the 
needs of all our Members and ensure that the benefits are shared by all.  I believe the new Strategic Plan 
for our organization is so vital because it provides us the opportunity to apply a focused energy to 
collectively advance a wide range of observations, predictive capability of the entire earth system and 
related decision support capabilities of our Members to secure and improve the lives of all our citizens.  

Ultimately, with focused and effective capacity building efforts being supported through the WMO, we will 
continue working together to position National Meteorological and Hydrological Services to deliver the 
decision support services necessary for saving lives and sustaining economic prosperity.  To do so, means 
bringing a fresh perspective and strategic partnerships to all components of the forecast process, from 
observing systems, to data processing and dissemination, forecasting, service delivery, and science and 
technology integration, insuring that our science is strategically focused and that we are effectively 
integrating scientific developments into operations and service delivery.  And finally, we must create a 
governance structure that more fully takes into account the interdisciplinary nature of our work, improves 
our efficiency, adaptability, and responsiveness to Member State needs and priorities, and also enables us 
to work more effectively with emerging components within the larger science and service enterprise, 
including those in the private sector.

My view is that we must take advantage of advances in technology, advances in our understanding of 
stakeholder needs, and evolution and growth in the broader weather enterprise to further build a global 
system that effectively responds to the needs of all our Members.

I am running for President of the WMO because I believe the course we set for the WMO now will 
determine our relevance for decades to come. I strongly believe the challenges and opportunities we face 
are global and must be dealt with in a spirit of partnership, a spirit that was an essential component that 
built the global observing and forecast systems the WMO works to sustain today, a spirit I believe can 
successfully carry us into the future.  I ask for your support in selecting me to serve you as your next WMO 
President.
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