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Concept Note  
 
 
Purpose of the meeting and expected outcomes 
 
The purpose of this meeting is to provide guidance and recommendations as to which GFCS 
relevant data and products among those produced at the International Centers - gridded data 
such as those coming from ECMWF, Copernicus Services and EUMETSAT- can be used by the 
NMHSs in RA I to deliver national and regional climate services. The meeting is being co-organized 
by WMO and EUMETSAT.  
Currently EUMETSAT is disseminating near real-time satellite data and products in Africa through 
EUMETCast-Africa, a multi-service dissemination system based on multicast technology (using 
Digital Video Broadcast, similar to satellite television). Already a significant amount of existing 
data and products disseminated through EUMETCast-Africa can serve the needs of users of 
climate sensitive sectors (see the list in Annex 1). Additional data and products could be made 
available through the same dissemination system, however, as well as through the internet and 
other means.  
The first part of the meeting will be dedicated to the detailed analysis of the data needs for 
climate services in the African sub-regions. Participants are tasked to identify which datasets 
coming from international centers can address those needs. Once the priority data and products 
have been identified, the members of the two RA-I working groups are expected to develop a set 
of recommendations on the most appropriate data delivery mechanisms, as well as on the 
required infrastructure, software, training and other support that would enable the NHMSs to 
receive and process the data, and to deliver user-oriented climate information (Figure 1).  
 

 
Figure 1. Schematic of the delivery system, starting from the users requirements (climate services 
in the region) and identifying the gaps in data, products, dissemination means, regional and 
national processing and uptake.  



 
The outcomes of the meeting will be used to inform international institutions and funding 
mechanisms, namely: 
 
1) Satellite agencies and global producing centers -- in order to address current dissemination 
requirements as well as desired, but currently missing, products and data in support of climate 
services, and 
 
2) Development Funds -- to support the required infrastructure, software and capacity 
development 
 
 
Tentative Agenda 
 
Day 1- April 18, 2017 – Salle C2 
(Chairs: Marianne Diop Kane and Pascal Yaka) 
 
9:00-9:30 
 

Welcome from WMO  

Session 1: Climate Information from the service-user perspectives.  
Focus on GFCS priority areas Energy, Agriculture, Water, DRR, Health 
 
9:30 – 10:30 
 

Summary of activities in the countries/sub regions and information 
requirements (ppt template provided) 
 
Members of the CSA WG to give a presentation on the region they 
represent  (10 minutes each) 
 

10:30-11:00 
 

Coffee Break 
 

11:00-11:10 
 

Land agriculture specific example from AGRYMET (Jose Camacho) 
 

11:10-12:30 
 

Discussion  

12:30-14:00 
 

Lunch 

Session 2: Current dissemination and architecture  
 
14:00-14:10 The current situation (Mark Higgings) 

 
14:10-14:20 Current EUMETCast-Africa data dissemination for GFCS (Christine Traeger-

Chatterjee) 
 

Session 3: Breakout groups per sub regions  
 
14:20-15:30 Members of the two working groups are grouped per sub regions to identify 

the climate service-related data, products, infrastructure and capacity gaps 
at regional scale 
 

15:30-16:00 Coffee Break 
 

16:00-17:00 Presentations from the breakout groups 
 

17:00-18:00 
 

Discussion on the outcomes of the breakout groups 



 
 
Day 2- April 19, 2017 – Salle C2 
(Chairs: Marianne Diop Kane and Pascal Yaka) 
 
Session 4:  How would the climate service evolve at regional and national level across the 5 
GFCS areas; which data and products are needed; what kind of infrastructure system and 
tools are needed  
 
9:00-10:00 
 

Breakout groups per GFCS priority area 

10:00 – 
10:30 
 

Presentations form the breakout groups  

10:30-11:00 
 

Coffee Break 
 

11:00-11:30 
 

Presentations form the breakout groups…. continued 

11:30-12:30 
 

Discussion on the outcomes of the breakout groups 

12:30-14:00 
 

Lunch 

 Parallel meeting with a small group to summarize the outcomes of the two 
breakout exercises and draft a unified synthesis and set of 
recommendations  
 

Session 4: Discussion and Finalization of recommendations and key messages for 
stakeholders 
 
14:00-14:30 Presentation of draft synthesis and recommendations  

 
14:30-15:30 Discussions and comments from the participants on the draft 

 
15:30-16:00 Coffee Break 

 
16:00-18:00 Finalization of the meeting outcomes 

 
 
 
 
ANNEX 1 
 
Data disseminated through EUMETCAST-Africa that can be used for climate services 
 

1. Atmospheric products 
- Dust forecast products for Africa from Barcelona Forecast Dust Centre (not visualisable 

with PUMA2010, maybe with PUMA2015 or the next upgrade) 
- Products for Southern Africa from Botswana Department of Meteorological Services BDMS, 

MESA SADC Thema including( 1 image every 10 days): map of air temperature 
(observations) compared with long term average, max and min temperature, map of 
cumulative ground rainfall compared with long term average, minimum and maximum 

- Solar incoming shortwave radiation from CMSAF (1 image per month) 
- Fractional cloud cover from CM SAF (1 image per month) 



- CMA precipitation estimates from Feng Yun 2E (1 or 4 per day): can be of interest for the 
Indian ocean countries 

- Surface Solar irradiance, precipitable water and other products from Feng Yun 2E and 2G 
(1 per day) 

- Lightning detection data from ground based ATDNET (UKMet Office) (for disaster risk 
reduction) 

- Daily solar irradiance from GOES-E and MSG 
- Daily downward longwave irradiance from GOES-E and MSG 
- Surface temperature from GOES-E and MSG 

 
2. Marine products 
- CNES sea level anomalies 
- Data from ECOWAS coastal and marine resources management centre: sea surface salinity 

(1/day), potential fishing zones (1/day), SST, sea surface currents,  
- NASA Chlorophyll α  
- OSI SAF 

 
3. Land Products 
- BDMS MESA SADC-thema crop and fire products (NDVI etc) 
- CSIR 
- LSA SAF evapotranspiration, fire, LAI etc 
- TAMSAT rainfall 
- VITO decadal products including NDVI, water bodies, fraction of vegetation cover (FCOVR, 

LAI, FAPAR dry matter, burnt area, VCI)  

The VITO products have not been available on PUMA stations for couple of years now. They 
should be available with the LSA SAF products on AMESD stations. However most of the 
AMESD stations are not working properly in West Africa. 

 
RAIDEG data requests for climate services 

1. ECMWF monthly products.  
These data (15-30 day forecast) would be used for subseasonal guidance. 
The status is pending upon the data provider analysis. 
 

2. Climate products from CM SAF 
Operational mean monthly products: cloud cover, surface albedo, water vapour, radiation 
The request has been approved by EUMETSAT council in June 2015 and implemented in 
April 2016. However, it will take the next upgrade of PUMA2015 software to visualize the 
products. 

 


