
Expert review meeting of the WMO Annual Statement on the State of the Global Climate in 2018 
WMO Headquarter, Geneva, 20 November 2018 

Meeting room: Press Room 
Chair : John Kennedy 

Secretariat support: Omar Baddour 
Agenda 

Format: 
The programme includes two sessions, one on global aspects reflecting key climate indicators and one on extreme 
events and impacts. Each Session will be split in two segments; the first segment will be dedicated to short 
presentations by the experts on key findings and issues and the second segment forms a panel discussion to 
highlight key messages to be included in the provisional statement.  The panel discussion will be framed around 
selected questions to be addressed by the panellists and should be informed by the earlier presentations.                     
08:30 – 09:00  

• Welcome:  Representative of the WMO Secretary General 
• Round table introduction 
• Adoption of the Agenda 

Session-1 Global Climate  Aspects (Each talk should not exceed 10 minutes) 

1.1 Overview of the IPCC Special Report Global Warming of 1.5° (SR1.5), Wilfrane Moufouma  
1.2 Global Temperature including global assessment and by continents, John  Kennedy  
1.3 Overview on ECMWF/Copernicus Reanalysis, Freja Vamborg   
1.4 Green House Gases and carbon budget, Oksana Tarasova,  
1.5 Cryosphere, Jake Crouch,  
1.6 Global Precipitation, Markus  Ziese 
1.7 Oceans:    

- Sea level rise and sea level budget, Anny Cazenave  
- Ocean acidification, deoxygenation and blue carbon, Kirsten Isensee 

1.8 Environmental aspects,  Maarten Kappelle  
1.9 Status of a Paper on headline climate indicators, Blair Trewin  

 
Break 

 
Panel discussion: Key facts and messages to be highlighted in the provisional Statement.  Questions to be raised 
include, but are not limited to: 
 
1) What are the key messages from SR1.5 Report and how do they relate to the methodology (datasets and 

reference periods, etc.) and the results of the Statement in 2018? What possible changes or alignments that can 
be made in the annual Statement considering the key finding from SR1.5  ( in particular on GHGs concentration 
(Carbon budget since 2015) and global Temperatures on an annual basis (2015-2018). 
What are possible paths that GHG and Global temperatures will follow in the next 3 decades? (are we already 
committed to certain levels of concentrations and T° increase despite any mitigation efforts? what are these 
levels?) 

2) What was the influence of the weak 2017-2018 La Niña on global temperature and precipitation in 2018? What is 
the prospect of El Niño in 2018-2019 influence on global temperature and precipitation? What other factors 
that influenced  some of observed unusual weather and climate patterns?   

3) Compared to previous years, what are the key findings for 2018 on the Artic, Antarctica sea ice, ice-sheets and 
glaciers, e.g. what are the meteorological and climatological factors that influenced the cryosphere in 2018? 

4) Is there any robust science linking the behaviour of the cryosphere and recent extreme events: heat waves, heavy 
rain, flooding (example of Japan, India, North America and Europe heat/cold waves, etc.)? 

5) What new key environmental aspects (atmosphere, ocean and biosphere; physical, chemical and biophysical 
aspects) that have emerged in recent years (since 2015) as having undergone major changes as a result of 
climate variability (El Niño/La Niña) and/or long-term climate change? 



6) Communication aspect: What needs to be done to convey simple but robust information for key decision- and 
policy- making at COP24? 

7) Suggestions for side bars to be included in the final statement. 
   

12:30-14:00 Lunch 

14:00 – 17:00 Session-2 Extreme events and impacts (Each talk should not exceed 10 minutes) 

2.1 Update on major Extreme Events in 2018, Blair Trewin,   
2.2 Agriculture and food security impacts, Selvaraju  Ramasamy ,   
2.3 Health impacts, Diarmid Campbell-Lendrum / Joy Shumake-Guillemot,   
2.4 Update on major weather-climate related Disasters,  Marc Gordon (tbc),   
2.5 Environmental impacts , Maarten,  
2.6 Humanitarian impacts, Isabelle Michal,  
2.7 Migration aspects, Dina Ionesco. 
 
Break   

 
Panel discussion:  Key messages on how climate in recent years (2015, 2016, 2017) has been determinant in major 
disasters and prospect for 2018.  Questions to be raised include, but are not limited to: 
    
1) Create a short list of extreme events in 2018 (chosen based on meteorological/climatological extremity) and 10 

events (chosen based on impact). 
2) What are the most recent attribution results that can be highlighted? (attribution to both major climate drivers 

and climate change). 
3) Agriculture and food production:  What are key statistics, numbers, graph  and facts on climate impact on 

agriculture and food production in the world (2015, 2016, 2017) and prospect for 2018 and  what are the most 
affected parts of the world in 2018? 

4) Health: What are key statistics, numbers, graph and facts on climate impact and health in the world (2015, 2016, 
2017) and prospect for 2018 and what are the most affected parts of the world in 2018? 

5) Climate and humanitarian aspects: What are key statistics, numbers, graph and facts  on people in need for 
assistance, people displacement, migration and food crisis? 

6) What are critical environmental crises due to climate change in recent years (2015,2016,2017) and prospect for 
2018 such as impact induced on  Pollution, forestry , marine life and fisheries, biodiversity, lakes, water levels in 
critical zones, etc.? 

7) What needs to be done for conveying simple but robust information to key decision and policy making in the 
international agendas, in addition to IPCC key reports ? 

8) Suggestions for side bars to be included in the final statement 
 

17:00 Wrap up and closure  

Invited participants 

Climate experts 
1. Anny Cazenave (representing WCRP Group on sea level ), Observatoire Midi-Pyrenes, Toulouse, France 
2. Jake Crouch, NOAA-NCEI, Asheville, USA 
3. John  Kennedy, Met Office, Exeter, UK 
4. Wilfran  Moufouma, (Head of Science TSU, IPCC-WG1), Saint Aubin, France 
5. Oksana Tarasova, Globla Atmospheric Watch Programme, WMO, Geneva 
6. Blair Trewin, Bureau of Meteorology, Melbourne, Australia 
7. Freja Vamborg ,ECMWF, Reading,  UK 
8. Markus Ziese, Global Precipitation Climatology Centre, Offenbach, Germany 
 
Experts representing UN agencies  
9. Diarmid Campbell-Lendrum, World Health Organisation, Geneva, Switzerland 
10. Marc Gordon, UNISDR, Geneva, Switzerland (tbc) 
11. Dina Ionesco, International  Organisation for Migration, Geneva 



12. Kirsten Isensee, UNESCO, IOC, Paris, France  
13. Maarten Kappelle, UN-Environnement, Nairobi 
14. Erin Bishop, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Geneva 
15. Selvaraju Ramasamy, Food and Agriculture Organisation, Rome, Italy  
16. Joy Shumake-Guillemot, Global Framework for Climate Services/World Health Organisation, Geneva 
  
WMO Programmes and cosponsored programmes including: 
• Global Climate Observing System 
• Global Atmospheric Watch 
• Global Framework  for Climate Services 
• Communication and Public Affairs 
• Disaster Risk Reduction 
• Marine Meteorology  and Oceanography  
• Observation and information Systems 
• World Climate Research Programme  
 
 


