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3-5 December 2018, WMO Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland (Salle C1) 
 

Web: https://public.wmo.int/en/events/workshops/wmo-consultation-workshop-
provision-of-meteorological-hydrological-and-climate  

 

DOC 4: RELEVANT DECISIONS OF WMO CONSTITUENT BODIES 

(Draft as of 21 November) 

 

1. Seventieth Session of the Executive Council (EC-70) in 2018: 
Decision 5 (EC-70) – Support to the United Nations and humanitarian 
agencies1 

The Executive Council decides: 

(1) To develop a coordination mechanism that enables easy access to 
authoritative information and provision of expert advice to the United Nations 
and humanitarian agencies to respond to their immediate requests in 
anticipation of, and during or after hydrometeorological hazard situations, 

(2) To align the development of the coordination mechanism with the 
development of the Global Multi-hazard Alert System (GMAS) concept, by 
engaging and utilizing the Global Data Processing and Forecasting System 
(GDPFS) centres and benefitting from relevant demonstration projects, 

(3) To request the EC WG/DRR to provide guidance on the development and 
performance of the coordination mechanism, 

(4) To request the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS), in coordination with 
other technical commissions, to contribute to the development of the 
coordination mechanism, 

(5) To request regional associations and Members to contribute to and participate 
in this mechanism. 

                                          
1 EC-70 Abridged final report, page 148: available at: https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=4981 
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(6) To request the Secretary-General to: 

(a) Consult regularly with relevant United Nations and humanitarian 
agencies on their requirements for authoritative information and expert 
advice, 

(b) Facilitate development of an appropriate mechanism, in collaboration 
with technical commissions and regional associations, 

(c) Facilitate participation of Members, as well as WMO GDPFS centres in 
that mechanism, 

(d) Support strengthening of Members’ capacities to provide services to the 
UN and humanitarian agencies, 

______ 

Decision justification: Recommendations from the EC WG/DRR-II: 

1. Decision 13 (EC-68) calls to establish partnership agreements with 
humanitarian agencies, which would be followed by concrete actions such as 
the development of standard operating procedures for a coordinated WMO 
response to major disasters upon the request of humanitarian agencies. The 
United Nations and humanitarian agencies urgently require an easy access to 
authoritative information, including a provision of information to be 
augmented by a consultation and interpretation, 

2. The EC WG/DRR, recognized that there is certain urgency to enable an easy 
access to authoritative information, including a provision of an expert advice, 
to the United Nations and humanitarian agencies, 

3. The EC WG/DRR agreed that a provision of information to the United Nations 
and humanitarian agencies should be augmented by a consultation and 
interpretation to enable the full value of the information to be translated into 
their efficient and effective action. 

 

2. Sixty-ninth Session of the Executive Council (EC-69) in 2017: 
Decision 10 (EC-69) – Climate Services Information System Products to 
support United Nations System Planning and WMO Members on seasonal 
to inter-annual timescales2 

THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 

Recalling: 

(1) Resolution 60 (Cg-17) – WMO policy for the international exchange of climate 
data and products to support the implementation of the Global Framework for 
Climate Services, 

(2) Resolution 1 (EC-68) – WMO support to the Paris Agreement, 

(3) Decision 28 (EC-68) – Operational implementation of a Global Seasonal 
Climate Update, 

                                          
2 EC-69 Abridged final report with resolutions and decisions, page 179, available at: 
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=3645 
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Noting with appreciation: 

(1) That WMO has already attained a high level of visibility within the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) through, inter alia, annual 
and multi-year statements on the state of the global climate and the WMO El 
Niño/La Niña Update, 

(2) That the Global Seasonal Climate Update (GSCU), developed through the 
concerted efforts of the Commission for Climatology Task Team on GSCU, is in 
the final stages of preparations for operational production, 

Decides to strengthen the consolidated and effective provision and utilization of, on a 
regular basis, the WMO El Niño/La Niña Update, GSCU, and associated global monitoring 
products, to be made available as products of the Climate Services Information System 
(CSIS) to the relevant global, regional and national entities, including those of the United 
Nations system, for their reference and planning, as part of the implementation of the GFCS; 

Requests the Commission for Climatology (CCl) and the Commission for Basic Systems 
(CBS) to lead the development and provision of relevant climate-related products and 
services, with inputs from other technical commissions, as well as the World Climate 
Research Programme and the Global Climate Observing System; 

Requests the Secretary-General to strengthen WMO engagement in United Nations system 
planning for seasonal variability and extremes; 

Urges Members to facilitate NMHS engagement to support United Nations system planning 
for El Niño and Southern Oscillation (ENSO) events and seasonal extremes. 
 

3. Sixty-Eighth Session of the Executive Council (EC-68) in 2016: 
Decision 13 (EC-68) – Assistance to humanitarian agencies3 

THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 

Mindful that National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs), through the 
WMO operational network and facilitation by the Secretariat, can provide critical services 
and assistance to humanitarian agencies preparing for and responding to emergencies, 
humanitarian crises and disasters, 

Recalling that: 

(1) The Executive Council, at its sixty-fourth session, endorsed the establishment 
of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) User-interface Expert Advisory Groups in 
four priority thematic areas, including hydrometeorological services for 
improved humanitarian planning and response (Resolution 8 (EC-64) – 
Enhanced capabilities of Members to reduce risks and potential impacts of 
hazards caused by weather, climate, water and related environmental 
elements, and its annex ), 

(2) The Seventeenth World Meteorological Congress requested the Commission 
for Basic Systems (CBS), in collaboration with the Commission for 
Climatology and the Commission for Hydrology, and in coordination with the 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, to continue 
to work on the revision, with appropriate testing, of the Arrangements for the 
Provision of Meteorological Assistance to United Nations Humanitarian 

                                          
3 EC-68 Abridged final report with resolutions and decisions, page 76, available at: 
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=3166 
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Missions, laid out in the Manual on the Global Data Processing and 
Forecasting System (WMO-No. 485), Volume I, Appendix I-5, 

Noting the work of the CBS Task Team on the Provision of Operational Meteorological 
Assistance to Humanitarian Agencies, through the Global Data-processing and 
Forecasting System and Public Weather Services Programme, as a direct contribution 
from CBS to this DRR priority and the DRR User-interface Working Group on 
Humanitarian Assistance, 

Noting further the experiences and examples of good practice in assistance to 
humanitarian agencies, in many cases facilitated and coordinated by the Secretariat, in 
particular the assistance provided to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) by the NMHSs in South-East Europe and the UK Met Office, 

Endorses the recommendations of the Executive Council Working Group on Disaster 
Risk Reduction to establish partnership agreements with humanitarian agencies, which 
would be followed by concrete actions such as the development of standard operating 
procedures for a coordinated WMO response to major disasters upon the request of 
humanitarian agencies; 

Requests the Secretary-General, in coordination with regional associations and 
Members, to continue to collaborate with humanitarian agencies, such as UNHCR and the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC); to engage in 
relevant networks such as the Inter-Agency Standing Committee to facilitate a 
coordinated WMO response to these agencies upon their request for assistance; and to 
report to the Executive Council; 

Requests the Commission for Basic Systems to examine the possibility of having issues 
related to the provision of (operational) meteorological and hydrological services and 
assistance to humanitarian agencies addressed by the User-interface Working Group on 
Humanitarian Assistance of the DRR Programme and to report to the Executive Council. 
 

4. From the General Summary of the Seventeenth World Meteorological 
Congress (Cg-17) in 2015: Response to major disasters related to 
hydrometeorological hazards since Cg-XVI4 

3.2.24 Congress highlighted that there have been a number of disasters during the 
intersessional period. It particularly noted the devastation caused by the earthquake in 
Nepal in April 2015, super typhoon Maysak in the Federated States of Micronesia in April 
2015, severe tropical cyclone Pam in Vanuatu on 14 March 2015, severe tropical cyclone 
Ian in Tonga in January 2014, the severe Balkan floods in 2014, the significant disaster 
that affected the Southern Africa Development Community (SADAC) countries in 2010, 
2014 and 2015 such as the flooding in Zimbabwe in February 2014, typhoon Haiyan 
which devastated the central Philippines in November 2013, the Solomon Islands 
earthquake and tsunami in February 2013, and cyclone Evan which struck Fiji in 2012. 

3.2.25 Congress noted with appreciation the efforts of the Secretariat to facilitate a 
coordinated response to NMHSs following these disasters. Noting that major disasters 
such as the earthquake in Nepal and floods in the Balkan peninsula have an international 
dimension and require coordinated response from a broader range of agencies and 
organizations and the need for improved and effective communication and the need for 
sustained public educational efforts to increase the awareness, understanding and 
preparedness of the public to the risks of the hazards and to take appropriate actions in 

                                          
4 Cg-17 Abridged final report with resolutions, pages 74-75, available at: 
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=3138 
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response to the authoritative warnings, Congress requested the Secretary-General, in 
coordination with the TCs, RAs, RSMCs, and other operational centres to analyse the 
issue and develop a draft working arrangement that elaborates the roles and 
responsibilities for the coordination of WMO’s response to Members' requests for 
assistance, noting that operational responsibility lies with the Members, and to report to 
EC for consideration. 

3.2.30 Congress noted that the Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System (GDACS), 
a cooperation framework between the United Nations (UNOCHA, the Operational Satellite 
Applications Programme of the United Nations Institute for Training and Research 
(UNITAR/ UNOSAT), the European Commission (through its Joint Research Centre 
(JRC)), and disaster managers worldwide to improve alerts, information exchange and 
coordination in the first phase after major sudden-onset disasters, is in the process for 
registering with the WMO Information System (WIS). Congress recalled the caution of 
EC-66 that the alerts and warnings from GDACS should not undermine the authoritative 
meteorological, hydrological and other environmental hazard warnings issued by NMHSs. 
Congress encouraged GDACS to use the authoritative information available through WIS 
and noted that information provided by GDACS through WIS could be helpful to 
Members in managing their preparations for and responses to disasters. Congress 
reminded all WIS Centres, including GDACS and other similar platforms, to take utmost 
care and ensure that any guidance they publish through WIS does not detract from 
warnings issued by registered alerting authorities. Congress therefore requested the 
Secretary-General to engage in a comprehensive dialogue with GDACS and other third-
party service providers to facilitate improved cooperation and coordination of activities, 
while stressing the need to emphasize the mandated role of the NMHSs. 
 

5. From the General Summary of the Sixty-sixth Session of the Executive 
Council (EC-66)5 in 2014 

4.2.6 The Council was pleased to hear of the planned first pilot of the CBS/DPFS-PWS 
Task Team on the Provision of Operational Meteorological Assistance to Humanitarian 
Agencies, in collaboration with the Global Disaster Alert Coordination System (GDACS). 
However, the Council expressed concern about GDACS’ practice of also issuing its own 
multi-hazard warnings. It recognized that GDACS and other non-NMHS sourced alerts 
and warnings could challenge and undermine the authoritative meteorological, 
hydrological and other environmental hazard warnings issued by NMHSs. The Council 
therefore requested CBS to review the governance procedures relating to the provision 
and availability of meteorological, hydrological and other environmental hazards, with a 
view to developing appropriate guidance for consideration by Cg-17. 

                                          
5 EC-66 Abridged final report with resolutions, page 48, available at: 
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=5155  


