
 

The weather in Germany in September 2017 
 
A September that felt like autumn – cool, often rainy, not much sunshine 
 
Offenbach, 29 September 2017 – Whereas September 2016 came up trumps with very warm 
weather, September 2017 was really autumnal: low pressure systems and extensions of these 
coming in from the west determined the weather by bringing in mainly cool air during the first 
20 days of the month. The lows left little time for the intervening ridges of high pressure to 
deliver heat and sunshine. Although the influence of high pressure was more prevalent in the 
last third of the month, there was no Indian summer. Instead, an upper-air depression brought 
generally very cloudy conditions, isolated showers and thunderstorms. Overall, September 2017 
tended to be cool, precipitation was slightly above average and there was much too little 
sunshine. This is what the initial analysis by the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) of data from its 
around 2,000 weather stations shows.  
 
Significantly cooler than the previous year 
 
With an average temperature of 16.9 degrees Celsius (°C) and temperatures above 30 degrees 
on up to eight days, September last year was one of the warmest Septembers since 
measurements first began. September 2017 was completely different: at 12.7 °C, its average 
temperature was 0.6 degrees lower than the long-term average for the international reference 
period 1961–1990. Compared to the reference period 1981–2010, the difference was 
-0.8 degrees. Only on 5 September did maximum daily temperatures rise above 25 °C in the 
south-west, the west and occasionally in Saxony-Anhalt. The first night-time frost occurred in 
some places: Deutschneudorf-Brüderwiese recorded the lowest temperature nationwide on 
19 September (-1.5 °C). However, this month is far from being the coldest September: in 1912, 
the mercury did not rise above 19 °C in Frankfurt am Main at any point during the month. The 
highest individual temperature during this year’s September was reported in Müllheim, near 
Freiburg, where 27.1 °C was recorded on 5 September. 
 
Precipitation slightly above average – first autumn storm of the season 
 
With around 70 litres of precipitation per square metre (l/m²), rainfall in September 2017 was 
around 113 per cent of the normal figure (61 l/m²). The numerous low pressure areas that 
generally came from the west – as well as an upper-air low that moved in during the last third of 
the month – frequently brought rain, but mainly small amounts. In contrast, the low pressure 
areas 'Otfried' on 2 September in southern Bavaria and 'Sebastian' on 13 September in the 
south-west brought abundant rainfall. Flintsbach-Asten, to the south of Rosenheim, reported a 
daily rainfall total of 80.5 l/m² on 2 September. 'Sebastian' also brought the first early storm of 
autumn particularly in northern Germany, where it caused considerable damage and even loss 
of life. Most precipitation overall fell on the edge of the Alps, where up to 250 l/m² was recorded. 
At around 15 l/m², eastern Thuringia saw the least rainfall. 
 
Very little sunshine during September 
 
With around 120 hours of sunshine, September fell 19 per cent short of the long-term average 
of 149 hours. Mecklenburg and the Berlin area were favoured with up to 160 hours of sunshine, 
whereas some places in the Sauerland only saw around 75 hours of sunshine. The leaves of 
deciduous trees began to change colour in areas which had experienced a significant lack of 
sunshine. 
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