
 
 
 

WMO Regional Association Management Group Meets in Ethiopia. 
 
The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Regional Association for Africa 
Management Group met in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia to discuss ways of supporting and 
strengthening the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) in 
Africa, in mitigating severe impacts of weather, climate and water related hazards 
such as droughts, floods and disease outbreaks which are now on the increase in 
frequency.  
 
The Management Group brainstormed on how to develop weather, climate, water 
and related projects and activities in line with WMO programmes with defined ways 
for their implementation during the inter sessional period (2016 – 2019) through the 
National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) for sustainable 
development in Africa.  
 
Some key programmes discussed were how to improve service quality and service 
delivery of high impact weather and climate events for disaster risk reduction: WMO 
Integrated Global Observing System/WMO Information System (WIGOS/WIS); 
Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS); and Capacity Development, 
especially in Least Developed Countries (LDCs). 
 
Speaking during the inaugural session, WMO Secretary-General Petteri Talaas 
stressed the need for priority to Issues including capacity development including 
education and training needs, budget and staffing resources, and modelling capacity.  
 
Mr Talaas also stressed the need to enhance hydrometeorological services which 
are crucial to social and economic development, particularly in the public weather 
services, disaster risk reduction and early warning systems, aviation, operational 
hydrology, and medium- and long-range weather forecasts. 
 
He also urged continuous support for the National Meteorological Agency of Ethiopia 
to continue the delivery of services in the country in these four broad areas: 

• Systematic observation to provide better forecasts and monitoring of the 
atmosphere and related environmental issues such as pollution and climate 
change; 

• National and international exchange of meteorological data and products to 
enable real-time forecasting;  

• Data processing and forecasting systems to enhance forecasts and archival 
of data; 

• Human capacity development to provide expertise in weather, climate and 
operational hydrology as well as agrometeorology, aeronautical meteorology 
and marine meteorology. 

 
In his welcome address, the Minister of Water, Irrigation and Electricity, His 
Excellency Honourable Motuma Mekasa expressed the appreciation of the Federal 



Democratic Republic of Ethiopia to WMO for its programmes and activities in 
Ethiopia and for deciding to relocate the WMO Regional Office for Africa in Addis 
Ababa, and assured the Secretary-General of full cooperation from the government 
to the smooth running of the Regional Office for Africa in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  
 
Regional Association President Amos Makarau also assured the Secretary-General 
of WMO that the Management Group will ensure a full implementation of the 
priorities of Africa as discussed during the inaugural meeting. 


