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REGIONAL TSUNAMI WORKING GROUP MEETING GETS UNDER WAY 

The fourth meeting of the UNESCO/IOC PTWS Regional Working Group on Tsunami 
Warning and Mitigation in the Southwest Pacific got under way in Honiara, Solomon Islands 
today (22 Aug’ 2016).   

The two-day meeting was officially opened by Mr. Chanel Iroi, the Under-Secretary for 
Ministry of Environment. Climate change, Disaster Management and Meteorology and who 
is also the Permanent Representative of Solomon Islands with WMO. Mr. Iroi reminded 
everyone that, “Tsunamis are natural happenings the best defence against which is an 
effective Early Warning System that allows people to respond in time to save lives and 
property damage”. He urged IOC and the Working Group to continue performing its catalytic 
and facilitative role in ensuring that the Tsunami Warning System is maintained, enhanced 
and improved especially at country and local levels.   

The Regional Working Group for the Southwest Pacific has been established under the 
Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System (PTWS) of the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO). The PTWS has been functioning since the 1960s and celebrated 
its 50th Anniversary in Hawaii last year. The main purpose of the Working Group is to 
improve tsunami warning and mitigation services and information sharing for in the Pacific 
islands region. One of its main objectives is to continually review and evaluate tsunami 
detection, warning and response capabilities of the Pacific Island Countries and Territories 
and make recommendations for improvements to ensure a robust and reliable end-to-end 
tsunami warning and mitigation system.  

Some of the key issues to be discussed in the two-day meeting include: 

• Improvement of seismic and sea level networks and data sharing for more timely 
and accurate detection and monitoring of tsunami threat to countries, 

• Improving warning delivery and response especially to a local tsunami, 
• Tsunami training and capacity building needs of Pacific Island Countries and 

Territories, 
• Creating practical and reliable tsunami evacuation maps, plans and procedures, 

and, 
• Making communities “Tsunami Ready” 

According to the Mr. Ofa Fa’anunu of Tonga, Chairman of the Working Group and also the 
Permanent Representative of Tonga with WMO, the meeting needs to come up with a list of 
priorities and actions for implementation in the next two to three years especially to optimise 
community response to local tsunami threat being faced by several countries in the region.   

The meeting is being attended by representatives from National Tsunami Warning Centres 
and/or National Disaster Management Offices of Southwest Pacific countries, Hawaii-based 
International Tsunami Information Center which is also representing the Pacific Tsunami 
Warning Center, the University of Hawaii Pacific Meteorological Training Desk, Secretariat of 
the Pacific Environmental Programme, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), 
University Corporation for Atmospheric Research (UCAR) and UNESCO/IOC. 

The meeting is supported by the Solomon Islands Government, WMO, UCAR, Oceania 
Regional Seismic Network (ORSNET) project and UNESCO/IOC. 



    


