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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Naivasha Kenya November 30th2012 Updated 32nd Climate Outlook Forum:  The IGAD Climate Prediction 
and Applications Centre (ICPAC) has issued a Statement following the Update to the 32 Climate Outlook Forum 
Mini Conference held at Masada Hotel, Naivasha Kenya. 
 
Experts from the Greater Horn of Africa Countries of Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, South Sudan, Somalia, Sudan, 
Eritrea. Djibouti. Burundi and Rwanda in the statement agreed that the expected El Nino is now unlikely to 
evolve over the period October to December 2012. “It is important to note that El Niño that occurs in Pacific 
Ocean is not the only factor that drives regional climate patterns over GHA. Others include Indian Ocean systems 
such as the Indian Ocean Dipole, tropical cyclones, Monsoons, etc that have also been considered in the new 
climate update,” asserted Prof. Laban Ogallo, Director, IGAD Climate Prediction and Applications Centre 
(ICPAC). The experts concluded that there is still a likelihoodof the effects of extreme rainfall to be witnessed in 
some areas of the region as shown in Figure 1. 
 
 
The expert noted that theupdated of the climate outlook is relevant for seasonal timescale and covers relatively large 
areas.Local and month-to-month variations in rainfall occurrence can occur during the remaining month of December. 
Further seasonal climate updates will be provided by ICPAC, while the respective National Meteorological and 
Hydrological Services will provide details at national levels to support regional and national disaster risk reduction 
decision makings. The users are therefore strongly advised to contact their National Meteorological and Hydrological 
Services for national and local details. 
 
Updated Rainfall Outlook for September to December2012 
 
The updated rainfall outlook for various zones within the GHA region is given in figure 1below.   
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Figure 1: Greater Horn of Africa Updated Climate Outlook for the September to December2012 rainfall season 
 

Zone I, III, V:Increased likelihood of above normal to near normal rainfall 

Zone II: Climatology (Usually dry) 

Zone IV:Increased likelihood of near normal to above normal rainfall. 

Note: 
 
The numbers for each zone indicate the probabilities of rainfall in each of the three categories, above-, 
near-, and below-normal. The top number indicates the probability of rainfall occurring in the above-
normal category; the middle number is for near-normal and the bottom number for below-normal 
category. For example, in zone III, there is 35% probability of rainfall occurring in the above-normal 
category; 45% probability of rainfall occurring in the near-normal category; and 20% probability of 
rainfall occurring in the below-normal category. It is emphasised that boundaries between zones should be 
considered as transition areas. 

 
 


