
Regional Association for Asia Agrees Priority Work Areas 
 
About 90 delegates from WMO’s Regional Association for Asia (RAII) met 13-
19 December in Doha, Qatar, to agree on priority work areas far the next 
three years to strengthen weather, climate and water services.  
 
Ahmed Abdullah Mohamed, the Permanent Representative of Qatar to WMO, 
was elected as the new president.  Dr Qamar-uz Zaman Chaudhry, 
Permanent Representatives of Pakistan, was re-elected as Vice President. 
 
The Regional Association for Asia groups 35 countries across a large 
geographical zone and impacted by diverse hazards including sand and dust 
storms, droughts, heat and cold waves, tropical cyclones, floods and air 
pollution. 
 
Through its six Regional Associations, WMO seeks to promote regional 
cooperation and partnerships to solve problems, especially through the 
strengthening of end-to-end early warning systems, and collaboration in 
preparedness planning and relief operations. 
 
The meeting adopted a new strategic operational plan for 2012-2015. Its 
priorities include: 
 

• Further improvement of service delivery capacity at national and 
regional level, 

 
• Implementation of the Global Framework for Climate Services recently 

approved by the Extraordinary World Meteorological Congress link to 
http://www.wmo.int/pages/mediacentre/press_releases/pr_963_en.html 
 

• Enhanced national and regional multi-hazard disaster risk reduction, 
including for regional-specific problems like sand and dust storms 
 

• Regional development of the WMO Integrated Global Observing 
System, which is a comprehensive, and coordinated framework for 
existing in situ and space based observing systems. 

 
• Regional implementation of the WMO Information System, which aims 

to improve and expand the current exchange of weather, climate and 
water data, and cut the costs involved. link to press release 
http://www.wmo.int/pages/mediacentre/press_releases/pr_939_en.html 

 
• Capacity development  and improvement of service delivery  at 

national and regional level, 
 

• Strengthening of aeronautical and marine meteorological services 
 
The meeting proposed the further development of the network of Regional 
Climate Centres. These are centres of excellence which assist WMO 
Members to deliver better climate services and products such as regional 



long-range forecasts, and to strengthen their capacity to meet national climate 
information needs. China and Japan already have operational Regional 
Climate Centres, and Russia has completed the demonstration phase. There 
are plans to develop centres in India, Iran, Kazakhstan and Saudi Arabia.  
 
The meeting welcomed a proposal for a sub-regional office in the 
Commonwealth of Independent States. 


