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1 - 2 October 2012: 1st Regional Seasonal Weather Forecasting Forum 

 

Météo France, the Indian Ocean Commission (IOC, Acclimate Project) and the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) are organizing a sub-regional forum in Saint-Denis (La 
Reunion Island) on 1st and 2nd October, with a view to reaching a consensus on Summer 
2012-2013 weather forecasting. 

By better anticipating the meteorological events that may take place in the area in the three 
coming months, we can strengthen the IOC islands’ resilience. 

With this aim in view, this South West Indian Ocean Climate Outlook Forum (SWIOCOF) will 
convene meteorologists from IOC member states (Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, 
Reunion Island/France, Seychelles), managers of climate risk-sensitive sectors (environ-
ment, fisheries, health, natural hazard prevention), and observers from surrounding countries 
(Tanzania, SADC, Sri Lanka, India). It is being preceded by a 24-28 September pre-forum for 
climatologists. 

The pre-forum is dedicated to technical aspects and aimed at evaluating seasonal scale 
forecasting capacities in the area, so that a consensus on 2012’s last quarter predictions can 
be reached. Discussions focus more particularly on rainfall, as this dry season end period 
can be critical for water resource management. The pre-forum is also an opportunity for 
meteorologists from participating countries to strengthen their skills. 

Through seasonal forecasting forums, concerned sectors representatives can draw out 
understandable trends that can be exploited over 3 to 6 month periods (i.e. corresponding to 
a season). In so doing they form part of the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS) 
as defined by the WMO in Geneva in 2009. This framework encourages meteorologists and 
specialists of the concerned sectors to work together and identify which products and 
indicators are best adapted to their activities and the problems they have to solve. 

Thus, for instance, a farmer can fine-tune his selection of seeds to be planted in relation to 
the expected rainfall volume over a given period of time. Health services try to identify 
parameters that foster the propagation of vector borne diseases (rainfall and temperature 
thresholds, etc.). Another concrete application: by identifying trade wind strength relatively to 



a given threshold, energy services can manage an island’s renewable energy sources more 
effectively. 

This type of forum is of prime importance to help our managers anticipate and take adequate 
decisions. Some IOC countries are already taking part in similar forums in Africa, for instance 
in southern Africa through SARCOF and eastern Africa through GHACOF. But those forums 
do not deal with problems that are specific to the islands of the South-West Indian Ocean. 

And islands in general – South-West Indian Ocean islands in the case in point – are 
particularly susceptible to the impact of climate change. In a global context where experts are 
expecting an increase in the frequency and/or intensity of extreme meteorological events 
(drought, torrential rains, storms, and so on), this type of gathering means progress for the 
countries of the region in terms of adaptation to climate change. 
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