
TTMS host inaugural National Stakeholder Consultation on Climate Services and National Climate 
Outlook Forum 

 
The Trinidad and Tobago Meteorological Service (TTMS) successfully concluded its inaugural National 
Stakeholder Consultation on Climate Services in Trinidad and Tobago, which was held from May 11-12, 
2015 in Port of Spain. The NSC was immediately followed by a National Climate Outlook Forum on May 
14, 2015. These events were hosted in collaboration with the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) 
and the Ministry of the Environment and Water Resources (MEWR); and was partly funded by 
Environment Canada, as part of the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS).  
 
The event brought together representatives from key international and regional organizations such as 
World Meteorological Organization (WMO), Caribbean Institute of Meteorology and Hydrology (CIMH), 
Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), Economic Commission for Latin America and the 
Caribbean (ECLAC), Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development Institute (CARDI), Inter-
American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), and key stakeholders from climate sensitive 
sectors such as agriculture and food production, water management, health, energy, tourism and disaster 
risk reduction to discuss climate services and their benefits at the national level.  
 
The National Stakeholder Consultation on Climate Services (NSC) was conducted in order to chart a road 
map for specific implementation of climate services and to define needs, priorities and roles of the various 
stakeholders involved. On May 13 2015, key stakeholders met to assimilate the results of the National 
Stakeholder Consultation. At this meeting, an action plan was developed, and the recommended 
composition of a Climate Services Panel was put forward in order to operationalize the national 
framework for climate services that would enhance climate information and services in Trinidad and 
Tobago. 
 
The  Trinidad and Tobago Seasonal Outlook (Rainfall and Temperature Outlook for the Wet Season: June 
- December 2015) was presented  by Mrs. Arlene Aaron-Morrison, Climatologist, TTMS during the 
National Climate Outlook Forum on May 14, 2015. Today (May 29), the Trinidad and Tobago 
Meteorological Service officially declared the start of the 2015 Wet Season. The Wet Season Rainfall 
Outlook indicates that for June to December 2015, large parts of  Trinidad are likely to be wetter than 
usual with north Trinidad likely to be the wettest area. Tobago, south-western Trinidad and isolated parts 
of north-eastern and north-western Trinidad have increased chances for drier than usual conditions. 
 
The Forum was used to investigate pathways to integrate the seasonal outlook into sectoral planning 
based on its applicability. Dr. Cédric J. Van Meerbeeck, Climatologist, Caribbean Institute for 
Meteorology and Hydrology (CIMH) assisted participants with interpreting the Seasonal Outlook. 
Following this, participants from priority climate sensitive sectors such as agriculture and food security, 
disaster risk reduction and health discussed the potential impacts of the predictions in the seasonal 
outlook on their various sectors and identified measures and resources that may be required to mitigate or 
capitalize on those impacts. 
 
WMO, through the GFCS initiative, is promoting National Climate Outlook Forums around the world in 
order to improve the provision and use of climate services in priority climate sensitive areas. It is 
envisaged that the National Climate Outlook Forum (NCOF) will be sustained and become an annual  
operational activity which links the seasonal climate outlooks and other climate information being 
generated by the TTMS with stakeholder institutions, and their decision-making processes in order to 
improve application of climate information, particularly the seasonal climate outlooks.  
 
The NCOF will serve as a key mechanism in Trinidad and Tobago for regularly engaging key stakeholder 
agencies in an effort to ensure that they respond effectively to seasonal climate, their extremes and 



variability. It will facilitate a dialogue process that focuses on the application of probability in seasonal 
forecasts to communicate uncertainties in climate risk management in the priority areas and provide a 
platform for regular evaluation of the seasonal forecast, its uptake, application and value added results.  
 
Participants acknowledged the usefulness of the forum and agreed that the event should be held on a 
regular basis; with the Tobago Emergency Management Agency pledging to support another NCOF in 
September 2015. 
 
The participants at the NSC and NCOF  included representatives and decision makers from government 
ministries and institutions namely: Ministry of  Health, Ministry of Food Production, Ministry of the 
Environment and Water Resources, Ministry of Local Government, Ministry of Works and Infrastructure, 
Ministry of National Security, Ministry of Energy, Ministry of Tourism, Tobago House of Assembly, 
Office of Disaster  Preparedness and Management, University of the West Indies, Institute of Marine 
Affairs, Trinidad and Tobago Civil, Aviation Authority, Urban Development Corporation of Trinidad and 
Tobago, Town and Country Planning Division, Water Resources Agency, Insect Vector Control Division, 
South West Regional Health Authority, Agriculture Society of Trinidad and Tobago, Trinidad and 
Tobago Farmers Union, the Energy Chamber, Trinidad and Tobago Electricity Commission, Tobago 
Emergency Management Agency and the media.  
  

 

 


