
TTMS Hosts 2016 Dry Season – National Climate Outlook Forum in Tobago 
 

The Trinidad and Tobago Meteorological Service (TTMS) of the Ministry of Public Utilities 

hosted its 2016 Dry Season - National Climate Outlook Forum in Tobago on Thursday 19th 

November 2015. The event was held in partnership with the Caribbean Agricultural Research and 

Development Institute (CARDI), and the Tobago Emergency Management Agency (TEMA) of 

the Tobago House of Assembly in Scarborough, Tobago, as part of the Global Framework for 

Climate Services. 

 

The National Climate Outlook Forum is a WMO-spearheaded initiative designed to strengthen and 

increase the provision of seasonal outlooks at both the regional and national level. The programme 

aims to ensure that weather and climate information are integrated into decision making and 

planning in key climate sensitive sectors such as agriculture, water management, energy, health 

and disaster risk reduction. In view of the recent low rainfall performance in Tobago and some 

areas of Trinidad, the NCOF presented critical information needed to plan adequately for the 

upcoming 2016 Dry Season.  

 

The Permanent Secretary with the responsibility for the Tobago Meteorological Office, Mr. Vel 

Lewis from the Office of the Prime Minister Tobago Affairs delivered the feature address at the 

2016 Dry Season-National Climate Outlook Forum. He acknowledged the importance of the forum 

to Trinidad and Tobago, which is seeking to build resilience to meteorological hazards. Mr. 

Kenneth Kerr, Climatologist (Ag.) presented the 2016 Dry Season Outlook which indicates that 

below average rainfall amounts and warmer than usual temperatures are expected for Trinidad and 

Tobago.  

 
Caption: Mr. Vel Lewis, Permanent Secretary, Office of the Prime Minister, Tobago Affairs delivering the feature address at National Climate 
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Stakeholders such as  Office of Disaster Preparedness and Management (ODPM), Water and 

Sewerage Authority (WASA), Tobago Hotel and Tourism Association (THTA), Inter-American 



Institute of Cooperation on Agriculture and Cocoa Research Unit (UWI) provided feedback on 

their experiences and the benefits of using the seasonal outlook in decision making and planning.  

They noted that the information provided by TTMS is useful for managing water resources, 

determining which crops to plant and advising tourists of the probability of rainfall. There was a 

call for training in agriculture, disaster management and other sectors to help officers to understand 

the data and forecasts issued by TTMS.  

 

The NCOF brought together over 40 stakeholders from climate sensitive sectors and other key 

agencies. Stakeholders in attendance included: Trinidad and Tobago Air Guard, Trinidad and 

Tobago Amateur Radio Society, Cipriani College of Labor and Co-operative Studies, Cocoa 

Research Unit (UWI, St. Augustine), Divisions of the Tobago House of Assembly (THA), 

Environmental Management Authority (EMA), Ministry of Rural Development & Local 

Government, Office of Disaster Preparedness & Management (ODPM), Occupational Safety & 

Health Authority and Agency of Trinidad & Tobago, Petrotrin, Public Transport Service 

Corporation, Tobago Hotel & Tourism Association, Trinidad & Tobago Electricity Commission 

(T&TEC), Trinidad & Tobago Police Service, Tourism Development Company (TDC), and Water 

Resources Agency (WRA). This group, together with the TTMS as climate information and service 

provider discussed the seasonal climate outlook for the 2016 Dry-Season, and the delivery and 

application of climate information and services, in support of decision-making at the national and 

community levels in Trinidad and Tobago.  

 

Participants were given the opportunity to identify the potential impacts of the Dry Season Outlook 

on their sectors and determine the measures and resources required to reduce those impacts. It was 

noted that the Dry Season may have significant impacts on water availability, food security, energy 

usage and costs. Measures identified to reduce the impact of the upcoming Dry Season included: 

public education and awareness, behavior change and mitigation efforts. Increased funding, 

infrastructure and alternative food and energy are some of the resources identified to alleviate the 

impacts. 

 

Participants recognized the significance of the seasonal outlooks and the National Climate Outlook 

Forum and signaled their support for the next one. 
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