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Kampala Declaration

We, the Farmers and Experts, attending the Workshop on Improving Climate Services for 
Farmers in Africa and South Asia in Kampala, Uganda, 20-22 April 2015:

Noting that: 

1) Climate variability, climate change, weather extremes, rainfed agriculture with low productivity, 
 deteriorating soil quality and weak extension services are all challenges that the farmers in Africa and  
 South Asia are facing and that they impact negatively the agricultural productivity in both the   
 regions;

2) Most farmers in Africa and South Asia are resource-poor smallholder farmers often with limited 
 access to technologies and resources, which leaves them increasingly vulnerable to weather and 
 climate fluctuations;

3) In spite of advances in plant breeding and soil and crop management; seasonal climate variability,   
 impacts of climate change and weather and climate extremes continue to impose serious limitations  
 on the realization of potential crop yields in Africa and South Asia with negative ramifications for  
 other sectors of agriculture;

4) The resulting food insecurity and social instability across Africa and South Asia are threatening the  
 livelihoods of people and economies of all countries in these regions; 

Acknowledging that:

5) Currently the improved availability of data and the rapid advances in numerical modeling are   
 enhancing the reliability of climate forecasts on the sub-seasonal to seasonal scales;

6) On average, a five-day weather forecast today is more reliable than a two-day weather forecast 25   
 years ago;

7) The timely availability of such improved weather and climate products and services that address   
 pertinent seasonal weather and climate challenges will help farmers plan their agricultural activities  
  and achieve improved agricultural productivity, enhanced farm incomes and better livelihoods;

8) The limited interaction of the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) with  
 farmers, the inadequate dissemination of weather and climate products and services in a timely   
 manner to the end users, language barriers in understanding the climate products and services, weak  
  agricultural extension services and poor communication infrastructure, remain as some of the main  
 barriers in the provision of weather and climate information to smallholder farmers;



9) Although the countries in East Africa, Southern Africa, West Africa and South Asia have many   
 active Farmers Associations, there are no regional networks linking farmers across Africa or linking  
 farmers in Africa and South Asia;

 
Recognizing that:

10) Promoting cross-regional cooperation between Farmers Associations of East Africa, Southern   
 Africa, West Africa and South Asia can enhance the sharing and use of knowledge  on climate   
 products and services;

11) The rapid advances in Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) today need to be   
 effectively employed to disseminate weather and climate information and services in a timely manner  
 to farmers, specially to the small holder farmers in the semi-arid regions of Africa and South Asia;

12) Organization of training seminars to farmers on climate variability, climate change and other relevant  
 aspects related to climate information and services could improve their understanding and increase  
 crop productivity;

13) Establishment of advisory teams comprising subject matter specialists in agriculture and NMHSs to  
 interact with farmers in a timely and organized manner on a regular basis can help improve the   
 weather and climate information and services to the farming communities;

Decides to:

14) Establish the Regional Network of Farmers of Africa and South Asia (RENOFASA) to develop an  
 appropriate implementation plan for the aspects discussed in items 10 to 13;

15) Appoint an Advisory Team to develop a comprehensive project on RENOFASA and enumerate the  
 further steps that need to be undertaken to ensure that the RENOFASA is operational by April   
 2016; 

Requests:

16) The Government of Uganda to offer its full support for the establishment of the office of    
 RENOFASA in Kampala and in approaching different countries in Africa and South Asia to provide  
  provisional financial support for its functioning;

17) The World Meteorological Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United   
 Nations (FAO), the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), and other related   
  UN agencies, the African Development Bank (AfDB) and the Asian Development Bank    
 (ADB) to provide financial support to facilitate the meetings of the Advisory Team on RENOFASA  
 for the development of the comprehensive project on RENOFASA;

18) The donor community to provide appropriate financial assistance to the RENOFASA project and  
 ensure its long-term sustainability to assist all the small holder farmers of Africa and South Asia.
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