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Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates and Guests, 

Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is a pleasure to be in Cairo, at this auspicious event commemorating the 10th Anniversary 

of the African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW). On behalf of the World Meteorological 

Organization, as well as on behalf of UN-Water, which I have the honour to Chair since 

February 2012, I wish to thank the Hon. Mrs Edna Molewa, Republic of South Africa Minister 

of Water and Environmental Affairs and AMCOW President, for the kind invitation. 

I would like to congratulate the African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW) and the 

African Union Commission (AUC) for organizing the 4th Africa Water Week, in the context of 

which we are gathered here today.  

I would also like to congratulate the Arab Republic of Egypt for hosting the 4th Africa Water 

Week in the historic city of Cairo, a cradle of humanity located alongside its traditional life-

supporting source of water: the river Nile, an extraordinary background for this 

10th Anniversary celebration. 

Moreover, I wish to congratulate the Federal Republic of Nigeria for having hosted all these 

years the AMCOW Secretariat in Abuja, where AMCOW was born on 30 April 2002. 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The establishing of AMCOW was the result of the successful consolidation of a number of 

key actions which converged towards the end of the last century, among which I can 

mention successively: 

• The adoption of the Dublin Principles at the at the International Conference on Water 

and the Environment (ICWE), in January 1992;  
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• The adoption of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development at the United 

Nations "Conference on Environment and Development" (UNCED), in June 1992; 

• The Constitutive Act of the African Union, subscribed in Lomé in July 2000; 

• The adoption by African Heads of State and Government of the New Partnership for 

Africa’s Development (NEPAD), at the 37th session of the Assembly of Heads of 

State and Government in Lusaka, in July 2001;  

• The Declaration of African Ministers Responsible for Water, made at the International 

Conference on Freshwater held in Bonn in December 2001;  

• The Accra Declaration, made at the Regional Stakeholders’ Conference for Priority 

Setting, “Water and Sustainable Development in Africa”, in April 2002;  

• And moreover, a number of other contributing activities, such as the Water and 

Sanitation Africa Initiative (WASAI) and the adoption of the African Water Vision for 

2025 during the Second World Water Forum of the World Water Council, held in The 

Hague in March 2000. 

WMO had the honour to be represented at most of these historic events and to participate 

from the outset in the establishment of AMCOW, in particular by contributing to numerous 

AMCOW Executive Committee and Technical Advisory Committee sessions. 

Over these 10 years, WMO has supported AMCOW under its various programmes, 

especially in the context of integrated water resources management and climate change 

adaptation, as well as the WMO World Hydrological Cycle Observing System (WHYCOS), in 

which forty-six African countries benefited from the implementation of its projects. 

WMO has assisted AMCOW in organizing various African Water Weeks, in particular by 

sponsoring the participation of numerous African experts and scientists.  

Furthermore, WMO has actively supported UN-Water Africa, formerly the Interagency Group 

on Water in Africa (IGWA), and it continues to play a very active role in this key regional 

coordination mechanism. 

Let me also mention that the exceptional success of AMCOW has served as a model for the 

African Ministerial Conference on Meteorology (AMCOMET), a high-level mechanism for the 

development of meteorology and its applications in Africa, for which in April 2010 WMO 

organized in Nairobi the First Conference of Ministers Responsible for Meteorology in Africa, 

in partnership with Kenya and the African Union.  
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Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I have mentioned my new responsibilities in the context of UN-Water, the United Nations 

System mechanism for coherence and coordination in freshwater-related issues.  

From this alternate perspective, I would like to recall that UN-Water recently launched the 

2012 editions of three flagship reports: the World Water Development Report, the 

WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme and the UN-Water Global Analysis and 

Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water. All three clearly underscore that Africa will 

continue to be a key focus for future actions. On behalf of UN-Water, I wish to thank 

AMCOW for the decisive support in acquiring the relevant authoritative data and information. 

Established in the wake of the year 2000 Millennium Summit, the 8 UN Millennium 

Development Goals (MDGs) embody fundamental human rights and contribute to set up 

time-bound targets to measure progress in reducing poverty, hunger, disease, lack of 

adequate shelter and exclusion - while also promoting gender equality, health, education 

and environmental sustainability. 

While the UN Secretary-General recently noted significant progress in achieving the MDG 

drinking water target, he added that it is "ultimately, only one step on a long journey that we 

have yet to finish", reminding us that "the burden of poor water supply falls most heavily on 

girls and women, so reducing these disparities must be a priority". 

Accordingly, it is imperative not to reduce our efforts, as there is always a risk of back 

stepping unless sufficient human and financial resources are made available as needed. 

Moreover, to be most effective, the allocated resources should be supported by an enabling 

policy framework at all levels - national, regional and global. 

At this point, let me also underline that the present AMCOW event is especially opportune to 

plot the African road towards the Rio+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable 

Development, to be held next month, in particular to renew our firm commitment to an 

integrated approach in the sustainable management of freshwater resources. 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As a key natural resource, water has a bearing on practically all aspects of our daily lives, in 

particular due to its vital role in meeting our basic needs for drinking and sanitation, as well 

as for agricultural irrigation, forestry, livestock and fisheries, power and industry, and 

countless other socioeconomic activities. Efficient water resources management is 
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synonymous with sustainable development, and the national gross domestic product is the 

degree of a country's water resources development.   

The crosscutting nature of water issues calls for a strongly-coordinated response of the 

entire UN System, to provide all the necessary knowledge, tools and skills to the various 

socio-economic sectors in need and to support high-level decision-making at global, regional 

and local scales.  While the UN System can provide the operational development framework, 

the support of all Member States and regional bodies, in particular of AMCOW, is indeed 

decisive. 

Returning very briefly to a WMO perspective, I would like to stress that increasing attention 

will be required in Africa on the potential impacts of climate variability and change on the 

water cycle and its connected issues, especially in terms of the increasing vulnerability of the 

developing world and the complexity of the associated uncertainties.   

For example, drought ranks today as the single most common cause of severe food 

shortage for developing countries, as evidenced by the recent humanitarian crisis in the 

Horn of Africa.  In this respect, I wish to inform you that in March 2013, WMO will organize a 

High Level Meeting on National Drought Policy in Geneva, with UNCCD and other partners. 

From a wider viewpoint, I would like to recall the unanimous request of the Third World 

Climate Conference (Geneva, 2009) for a Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS).  

The subsequent GFCS conceptual development was the mandated mission of a High-level 

Task Force, successfully co-chaired by Mr Mahmoud Abu-Zeid of Egypt, one of the Five 

Water Ministers responsible for originally launching AMCOW.  GFCS implementation will be 

the objective of an unprecedented session of the WMO Congress in October 2012. 

Today, more than ever before, the vulnerable developing world faces the challenge of 

efficiently managing its water resources.  This is a key challenge for the entire UN system, in 

particular through UN-Water and WMO, as well as for policy makers of all nations. 

Before concluding, allow me to once more thank the Hon. Mrs Molewa for her kind invitation 

and Egypt for the warm hospitality.  

Thank you. 


