
The 9th Climate Forum of the CIS’s NHMSs on Seasona l Forecasts Was 
Held in Moscow  
 
The 9th climate forum of the CIS countries NHMSs on seasonal forecasts (NEACOF-9) 
was held in Moscow on 10-12 November 2015. 
 
 

 
 
 
Within the WMO programme the North-Eurasian Climate Centre hosted the 9 session of 
North Eurasian climate forum on seasonal forecasts (NEACOF-9) in Moscow from 10 to 
12 November 2015. The forum was held in Hydrometeorological Centre of Russia. The 
main objective of the Forum was to assist in strengthening the NMHSs of the CIS 
countries in meeting national and regional needs for climate information, exchange of 
experience and technologies as well as provide the latest climate information and 
prediction products to users, creating opportunities for inclusion such information into 
the support of the decision-making systems. 
 
The forum brought together 45 participants from 9 national hydrometeorological 
services of the CIS countries - Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan. Specialists and scientists from the 
Hydrometeorological research centre of Russia, Institute of global climate and ecology 
of Roshydromet and RAS, Main geophysical Observatory named after Voeikov, Centre 
for drought monitoring of intergovernmental Council for Hydrometeorology, Russian 
research Institute of agricultural meteorology, Arctic and Antarctic research Institute, 
Northwestern Department of Hydrometeorology and environmental monitoring of 
Roshydromet, Saratov state University also took part in the event. The working 
language of the forum was Russian. 
 
At the opening ceremony Igor Shumakov, Deputy head of Roshydromet, welcomed the 
participants of the Forum. In his speech he noted that the needs of effective 
assessment of climate variability factors in management and planning of national 



economic activity becomes currently more and more urgent. The speaker emphasized 
that an important role in the information system of climate services and the preparation 
and dissemination of climate information on the post-Soviet space in recent years, has 
being given to the North-Eurasian climate centre and the North-Eurasian climate forums 
on seasonal forecasts. 
 
Roman Vilfand, Director of the Hydrometeorological Center of Russia, welcoming the 
audience noted that NEACOF is an effective mechanism for stimulating the 
development of capacity of NMHSs in the field of climate services. He said that regional 
climate forums had been making a significant contribution into improving the quality of 
seasonal weather forecasts, as well as making it available to users. 
 
Valentina Khan, Executive Director of the North-Eurasian climate centre (NEACC), 
expressed gratitude to the participants of NEACOF for their permanent support and 
assistance and noted that transactions of the joint activities had being highly 
appreciated by the Interstate Council on Hydrometeorology of the CIS countries, as well 
as WMO. She also paid attention on successful activity of NEACOF and their important 
contribution towards improving climate services in the global infrastructure and the 
implementation tasks of the programme of the GFCS. 
 
In accordance with the plan of scientific-practical program of the forum 21 presentations 
were given. There were held three blocks of practical training in the following sessions: 
monitoring and forecasting technology of short-period climate fluctuations; features of 
long-term forecasting for the upcoming season based on the empirical and 
hydrodynamic methods, large-scale patterns of atmospheric circulation and their 
predictability; customer service by climate information and forecast climatic conditions 
for the 2015/2016 winter. 
 
Furthermore, the session discussed a number of issues with experts from the NMHSs, 
concerning aspects of long-term forecasts of short-term climate fluctuations with 
emphasis on regional characteristics and opportunities for improving climate services. 
Russian specialists together with experts from the NMHS analyzed the diagnostic and 
prognostic products for the upcoming winter season. The consensus statement on 
forecast for the 2015/2016 winter season (temperature and precipitation, December to 
February) over the CIS’s territory was adopted. Suggestions for improvement the Forum 
future sessions were made. 
 



 
 

 
 

More details and the CIS’s Climate outlook for 2015/2015 winter are available on the 
website of NEACC 

 


