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The weather in Germany in December 2015 
Record November followed by warmest December since 1881  
 
Offenbach, 30 December 2015 –– “After the warmest November since 1881, December 2015 
has broken previous temperature records, too. A temperature of 5.6 degrees Celsius higher 
than the long-term monthly average is a remarkable end to an exceptional year in climatological 
terms, both in Germany and globally,” said Dr Paul Becker, Vice-President of the DWD. De-
cember 2015 was not only the warmest across Germany as a whole since nationwide meas-
urements started in 1881 but it was also the warmest in every single German Federal State. 
Over the last four weeks, a continuous series of very cold air masses moved from northern 
Canada to the North Atlantic. These produced an endless series of low-pressure systems that 
moved eastwards along a southerly route, drawing in warm air that repeatedly dominated large 
areas of Europe. In Germany, this resulted in the month of December being extremely warm, 
very sunny and much too dry. This is what the initial analysis by the DWD of data from its 
around 2,000 weather stations shows. 
  
By far the warmest December 
 
At 6.4 degrees Celsius (°C), the temperature in December 2015 was 5.6 degrees warmer than 
the international reference value of 0.8 °C for 1961 to 1990. Compared to the 1981–2010 peri-
od, the deviation was +5.2 degrees. The month therefore clearly exceeded the previous record 
of 4.8 °C set in 1974 and 1934. In Geilenkirchen near Aachen, the thermometer rose above 10 
°C on 27 days of the month, and temperatures of 15 °C and more were recorded in Freiburg. 
The mercury reached its highest point of 18.0 °C in Emmendingen-Mundingen to the north of 
Freiburg on 17 December. In December 2015, there was no frost at all in numerous places such 
as Cologne, Aachen, Düsseldorf, Münster, Bremerhaven, Kiel and Schleswig, and the tempera-
ture did not fall below -10 °C anywhere. The lowest temperature recorded by the DWD was -8.6 
°C in Reit im Winkl on 13 December. 
 
Mainly much too dry; the only place with snow at Christmas was the Zugspitze   
 
With around 37 litres per square metre (l/m²), precipitation in December 2015 was just 53 
per cent of the long-term average of 70 l/m². The northern edge of Germany's low mountain 
ranges, in particular, remained very dry during the month. For instance, precipitation in some 
areas on the lee side of the Harz Mountains was only 4 l/m², whereas up to 150 l/m² was meas-
ured on the border to Denmark. Any snow remaining from November thawed in December near-
ly everywhere, even on the mountains. Therefore, at Christmas snow could only be found on the 
Zugspitze (90 cm) and the festive season in Germany was green.  
   
Second sunniest December since 1951 
 
With around 66 hours of sunshine, the figure for December 2015 was 170 per cent of the normal 
of 38 hours. This made it the second sunniest December month (after 1972) since measure-
ments first began in 1951. The south saw the most sunshine, with some places receiving more 
than 400 per cent of normal; in north and central Germany, only a few localised areas fell below 
the average figure. 
 

 


