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The ASEAN Climate Outlook Forum has issued its seasonal forecast for the boreal winter monsoon 
season, December – January – February, for Southeast Asia, taking into account the possible 
influence of the El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) and the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) on the 
climate system over the region. 

For the upcoming December- January- February 2020/2021 (DJF 2020/2021) season, near-normal to 
above-normal rainfall is expected over much of the region (Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and southern parts of Myanmar and Viet Nam). The highest 
probabilities of above-normal rainfall are over Brunei Darussalam, southern Thailand, and parts of 
Malaysia and the Philippines. 

Elsewhere, near-normal or a range of below-normal to above-normal rainfall is predicted.  

For the southern half of Southeast Asia, near-normal to above-normal temperature is predicted, 
including Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, Singapore, and the southern half of the Philippines.  

In the northern half of Southeast Asia, near-normal to below-normal temperature is expected for 
parts of Lao PDR and Viet Nam. An increased chance of above-normal temperature is expected over 
northern Thailand and northern Lao PDR. Elsewhere, near-normal temperature is expected, 
particularly over most of Thailand, Myanmar and northern Philippines.  

On top of this temperature outlook, there may be an increased chance of cold surges due to the 
stronger Northeast Monsoon predicted for the coming December-January-February 2020/2021 
season. 

Organised by the ASEAN Specialised Meteorological Centre (hosted by Singapore), ASEANCOF was 

held virtually over three half-day sessions in November 2020 (23rd, 25th, and 27th).  It was attended by 

over 50 participants from ASEAN National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs), WMO 

Global Producing Centres (GPCs) and other global centres, the disaster risk reduction sector, and 

WMO. The Session was opened by the Head of the WMO Regional Office for Asia and the South-West 



Pacific (WMO RAP), Mr Benjamin Churchill, and ASMC Deputy Director of Operations Mr Raizan 

Rahmat. During the first day, representatives from NMHSs of ASEAN member countries and GPCs 

presented their outlook for DJF 2020/2021. The second day included  discussions on the current state 

of the climate and its possible evolution based on the results of questionnaires distributed to 

participants prior to the virtual meeting. The participants also discussed the possibility of the objective 

seasonal forecasting methodology to be integrated into ASEANCOF operational practice. On the final 

day, the consensus was presented, followed by discussions with representatives from the disaster risk 

reduction community on how subseasonal and seasonal predictions can reduce risk in Southeast Asia. 

You can find the full report here: http://asmc.asean.org/events-fifteenth-session-of-the-asean-

climate-outlook-forum-aseancof-15/  
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