
 

 

The 63rd National Antarctic Expedition Starts 
 

Annually in autumn since 1955 the National Russian Antarctic expedition 

(RAE) has being sent its ships and aircraft to the Antarctic region. These days the 

63
rd

 RAE has started. 

 

 

The vessel Academic Fedorov, photo AARI 

 

On the current scheme the arriving of the employees of RAE by the aircraft 

Il-76 from Cape Town (South Africa) onto Novolazarevskaya begins seasonal 

work of next expedition. This flight was held October 27 and the vanguard 

consisted of 16 people. 

The largest part of the squad was going to Progress station, where it is 

necessary in the shortest terms to set up the sledge-caterpillar traverse to the inland 

Vostok station to maintain its vitality and to prepare the conditions for performing 

seasonal research programs, including studies of the eponymous subglacial lake. 



The air bridge between Cape Town and Antarctica will operate throughout 

the Antarctic season. It is planned to provide 16 flights on the international 

aviation program DROMLAN, organized on a basis of the national Antarctic 

programs of Belgium, UK, Germany, India, Netherlands, Norway, Russia, Finland, 

Sweden, South Africa and Japan. 

On October 26, 2017 according to the program of the 63
rd

 Russian Antarctic 

expedition (RAE) the scientifically-forwarding vessel Academic Fedorov of Arctic 

and Antarctic research Institute of Roshydromet (AARI) came out from the Saint-

Petersburg commercial port. On board there are 92 participants and about 2,000 

tons of cargo for the Russian stations and field bases. In late November, the ship 

arrives to Cape Town. More than 60 domestic and foreign experts, who will have 

arrived by regular air flights, will board the vessel Academic Fedorov. 

Then the Academic Fedorov goes from Cape Town to the Risna-Larsen Sea, 

where the coastal base of the Belgian Antarctic program is situated, for delivery 

the equipment for installation the runway required for operations under the 

international DROMLAN program. 

In mid-December, the ship will be staying on raid near Molodezhnaya field 

base for the deployment of seasonal work and delivery cargo for the Belarusian 

Antarctic expedition. In the third decade of December the ship will be located in 

Prydz Bay, where a difficult operation on transfer fuel to the station Progress is 

planned. It will be carried out under complicated circumstances of cluttering the 

waters of icebergs and their fragments resulting from splitting off from glaciers 

over the past two years. 

Then the ship will be moving along the route Mirny station – Milovzorov 

Bay in the Mawson Sea (the area of the Oasis Bangera field base) – Progress 

station, where, until 19 February, the ship will take on board personnel of the 

seasonal programs and explorers completed the previous winter expedition.  

The return route of the Academic Fedorov will lie from the Prydz Bay to the 

raid near the Molodezhnaya field base, where the meeting with another research 

vessel, Academic Treshnikov, is planned. The last one will go out in cruise from 

St. Petersburg on 12 January 2018. After the meeting the first one will head to 

Cape Town and then arrive to St.-Petersburg on 7 April, 2018. During March 2018 

the Academic Treshnikov will ensure the supply on Novolazarevskaya and 

Bellingshausen stations and carry out oceanographic work. The return of the vessel 

Academic Treshnikov in St. Petersburg is scheduled on May 4, 2018. 

 


