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Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization Petteri Taalas,  
Commissioner Janez Lenarčič, 
Excellencies,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Let me start by expressing my gratitude to Secretary-General Mr. Taalas for hosting 
this event devoted to the challenges concerning water and displacement. I would like 
to commend you and your team for all the efforts in the process of organising this 
event. 
 
The UNHCR estimates that there are currently around 84 million displaced people in 
the world. The reasons that drive people to leave their homes are various and complex.   
 
It is a fact that climate change, water scarcity, and migration are interconnected. 
Environmental drivers, such as degradation of ecosystems, water scarcity, water 
pollution and changing climate play a substantial role in people being displaced. 
However, this correlation is neither deterministic nor linear. Localized interplay of 
climate stressors, water risks, weak coping capacity, and above all governance factors 
play a major part.  
 
In order to successfully address any challenge, we must first understand it well. 
Informed decision-making is what events such as today's are all about. How do we 
efficiently employ the tools of development cooperation, water diplomacy, and climate 
action in addressing the root causes of displacement?  
 
To be efficient, our actions must be comprehensive, but at the same time context-
specific. Integrated approaches to water and climate risks call for synergies. This 
means they must be cross-sectoral, multi-disciplinary, ecosystem-based, as well as 
inclusive, gender responsive and conflict-proofed. The majority of water resources 
crosses national borders, making transboundary water management and cooperation 
detrimental for sustainable development and peace. 
 
As the current Presidency of the Council of the EU, this is what Slovenia has been 
advocating, along with the importance of water being at the core of many global, 
regional, and local challenges, ranging from health to climate change impacts. This 
comprehensive approach to water has now been embedded into EU external action 
through the Council Conclusions on Water adopted by the Foreign Affairs Council – 
Development in November.  
 
With rapid population growth, urbanization, environmental degradation, and the 
impacts of climate change, water-related challenges will worsen further, if we don't act 



now. Today's event assembles a set of actors who play a crucial role in addressing 
this challenge. The complexity and comprehensiveness of the challenge demands that 
we work together in synergy. 
 
Thank you for your attention and I wish you a fruitful discussion.  


