
 

NiMet HOST 2022 REGIONAL CLIMATE OUTLOOK FORUM FOR AGRO-HYDRO-CLIMATIC ZONES OF WEST 

AFRICA AND THE SAHEL 

The 2022 edition of the Regional Climate Outlook Forum for West Africa and the Sahel (PRESA-SS) took place in Abuja, 

Nigeria from the 18th to 25th April 2022. Participants at this year’s forum were drawn from all National Meteorological and 

Hydrological Services (NMHSs) within West African and Sahel Countries. The purpose of the forum is to collectively 

produce the season’s forecast for the Sudano-Sahelian Zones of West Africa including Nigeria. In the case of Nigeria, the 

forecast will primarily focus on the northern part of the country though no region will be left out. 

Over the eight-day period, discussions were centred on review of capacity building on the forecasting process, forecast 

drivers and forecast tools. The Forum executed its activities through three thematic group namely Agrometeorology, 

Climate Services and Hydrology. Each of the thematic groups produced a first country level forecast, then merged into a 

Regional Forecast. The regional forecast from each group was harmonised together as a single Regional Consensus 

Forecast for West Africa and the Sahel.  

This year’s edition of PRESA-SS extended beyond production of the regional forecast into capacity building on 

programming languages including Python Interface for IRI’s Climate Predictability Tool (PyCPT).  

Speaking at the event, DG/CEO who was ably represented by the Director, Weather Forecasting Services, Engr Mailadi 

Yusuf Abba Misau stressed the importance of developing a framework that can be deployed to independently monitor the 

accuracy of the forecast and provide feedbacks. At the end of the eight-day forum the forecasts and its implication formed 

the communique presented to stakeholders within the agro-hydro-climatic sensitive sectors. Participants were urged to 

downscale the forecast upon arrival at their various countries. 

A facility tour of NiMet’s corporate headquarters in Abuja was conducted at the end of the Forum.  

 
From left to right: Dr. Abdoul Alli, Director Information and Research (AGRHYMET), Engr Mailadi Yusuf Abba 
Misau, Director, DWFS representing DG/CEO NiMet and Dr. Seydou Traore (AGRHYMET Expert) 
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