
IMPACT-BASED FORECAST AND WARNING SERVICES 

TRAINING IN SOLOMON ISLANDS  

 

Dates: 26 – 30 October 2020 

Venue: Honiara, Solomon Islands 

A five-day World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Workshop on Impact-Based Forecast 

and Warning System (IBFWS) was organized in Honiara, Solomon Islands. The training workshop is 

funded through the Climate Risk Early Warning System (CREWS) fund for the South East Asia and 

Pacific Small Islands States, and is a follow-up from the regional IBFWS Workshop for the Pacific 

Small Island Developing States of WMO RA V, which was conducted in September 2019. This 

Workshop is the initiative of the Solomon Islands Government, suported by WMO. It is attended by 

over 30 particpants from Solomon Islands Meteorological Service (SIMS) and stakeholder 

organizations. 

  The Objective of the workshop is to train the staff of SIMS, the National Disaster 

Management Office (NDMO), and other stakeholder organizations, to implement Impact-based 

Forecasting (IBF) in Solomon Islands.  It marks the beginning of the implementation of the impact-

based approach to warning by SIMS. 

In his Opening Statement, the Deputy Secretary for the Ministry of Environment, Climate 

Change, Disaster Management and Meteorology, and Permanent Representative of Solomon Islands 

with WMO, Mr. Channel Iroi, noted that  when fully developed the new IBFWS system will enhance 

the effective delivery of warnings to hazards responders, including Disaster Management and Civil 

Protection Authorities, in a way that they will easily make crucial decisions to save life and 

livelihoods when extreme weather, such as excessive rain causing flooding, occurs. 



“The training workshop will be most important for those of you who use the products provided 

by the Meteorological Service in the various work that you perform on a daily basis”, he said. 

 Mr Iroi called on all participants to make good use of the opportunity to engage extensively 

and consistently with the international and regional experts who were conducting live presentations, 

exercises and scenario simulations online. 

Dr Johan Stander, the Director Services Department, WMO thanked the Government of 

Solomon Islands for hosting the Workshop and SIMS, for working jointly with WMO to organize it, 

despite the prevailing COVID-19 situation.  He commended all those who were involved in organizing 

the online Workshop despite the many attendant limitations and challenges. He noted that although 

this was a rigorous training exercise, the real work that will transform how warning services are 

provided, will begin after the Workshop, and with the actual implementation of the IBFWS system.   

``… the main outcome of this workshop is to secure a concrete country IBFWS Workplan, with 

clear actions, specific activities and an implementation mechanism to steer the process in 

Solomon Islands``  

Reiterating the importance of the IBFWS approach, Dr. Stander said that IBFWS would make it easier 

for disaster management and other responders to make well informed decisions guided by likely 

impacts when responding to weather and climate hazards. He also urged the SIMS to continue 

engaging with WMO for further technical support and guidance in the subsequent processes of 

implementation.  

It is anticipated that this IBFWS Training workshop, will lead to an understanding of the need 

for enhanced hands-on collaboration between the SIMS, the NDMO  and other socio-economic sector 

actors thus, transforming how warning services are provided and how decision-making is undertaken 

with respect to planning and responding to the impacts of weather and climate hazards. While this 

was initially planned to be a face-to-face training, due to the current COVID-19 travel restrictions and 

social distancing guidelines, it was conducted through a hybrid virtual meeting: The training involves 

live online presentations by experts drawn from the South Africa Weather Service (SAWS), Australia 

Bureau of Meteorology (BoM), an expert formerly of AEMET, Ireland, the COMET Programme of the 

University Cooperation for Atmospheric Science (UCAR), USA and the Caribbean Institute of 

Meteorology and Hydrology (CIMH). It includes self-guided sessions during which participants use 

online platforms, of WMO and COMET, to follow lessons and scenario simulations to test their 

understanding of IBF. This workshop concludes on Friday, 30 October 2020. 

More information on the training is available in the Workshop Website here. 

 

 

 

 

https://community.wmo.int/meetings/solomon-islands-crews-canada-sub-project-impact-based-forecast-and-warning-ibfws-delivered-remotely

