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Successful application of weather and climate services depend on
a functioning meteorological value chain
WMO Unified Data
Policy
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Key changes from Resolution 40
Resolution 40; 1995
1.
2.
-

Covers weather data only;
Two main categories of data:
Essential (shall be exchanged);
Additional (should be
exchanged);
3. Specific “essential” datasets
listed directly in Annex I to the
resolution (with some
reference also to RBSN);
4. “Free and unrestricted”
exchange (term not defined in
the Resolution);
5. Covers exchange of data
between NMHSs

Draft recommendation 3.1(4)/1

1. Covers all WMO Earth system data:
weather, climate, hydrology, ...
2. Two main categories of data:
- Core (shall be exchanged);
- Recommended; (should be
exchanged);
3. Specifics on core and recommended
data referred to Technical
Regulations, primarily Manuals on
WIGOS, GDPFS;
4. “Free and unrestricted” exchange
(term defined directly in the
Resolution, literal interpretation);
5. Addressed to Members, but covers
exchange of data between all
partners, inclucing private sector,
academia, etc.

WMO Data Policy versus WMO Regulatory Material
Data policy establishes purpose and scope of data exchange; broad agreements and
guidelines; addressed to Members (national governments);
– WMO Unified Data Policy text explicitly recognizes national sovereignty:
“Acknowledging (9) - The right of governments, having done their utmost to
implement the decisions of Congress, to, based on their national laws and
policies, choose the manner by, and the extent to which, they make data
available domestically or for international exchange, while still understanding
that without reciprocity, international data exchange cannot be sustained, “
– “Entry in force” in principle immediately; data policy articulates principles;
implementation takes place as technical regulations are developed and agred
upon;
• Regulatory material (WMO Technical Regulations, including Manuals) specifies how
data policy is implemented; aimed at technical implementers (e.g. NMHS Obs.
Departments);
– Proposed by Technical Commissions, approved by Congress;
– Always approved with a specific “Entry in force” date, typically 9 months after
Congress;

•

Cg-Ext(2021), Draft Resolution 5.2/1
{The Congress …}
Having examined Recommendation 3 (EC-73),
Agrees to have one unified data policy for all WMO domains and disciplines;
Decides that the scope of the data policy shall cover Earth system data exchanged among Members under the auspices
of the WMO Convention and decisions of Congress, as described in Annex 1 and Annex 4 of this resolution and specified
in detail in the WMO Technical Regulations;
Adopts the following policy on the international exchange of Earth system data:
As a fundamental principle of WMO and in consonance with the expanding requirements for its scientific and technical
expertise, WMO commits itself to broadening and enhancing the free and unrestricted international exchange of Earth
system data;
Agrees further to maintain a two-tiered approach to the international provision and exchange of Earth system data via
the following practice :
(1) Members shall provide on a free and unrestricted basis the core data that are necessary for the provision of
services in support of the protection of life and property and for the well-being of all nations, at a minimum those data
described in Annex 1 to this resolution which are required to monitor and predict seamlessly and accurately weather,
climate, water and related environmental conditions;
(2) Members should also provide the recommended data that are required to support Earth system monitoring and
prediction activities at the global, regional and national levels and to further assist other Members with the provision of
weather, climate, water and related environmental services in their States and Territories. Conditions may be placed on
the use of recommended data;

Input received from Members in response to Doc 4.1, draft 1
(analyzed by P/INFCOM, SG-DIP Chair, Secretariat; draft 2 prepared)
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