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The weather in Germany – Winter 2021/22 
An extremely mild winter yet also with plenty of precipitation and much sunshine  

 

Offenbach, 28 February 2022 – The same weather pattern prevailed for nearly all the winter 
months of December 2021 and January and February 2022: an endless series of powerful 
storm depressions came in from the west over the north Atlantic and turned to the north over 
the British Isles. The effects of the storms were repeatedly felt all over Germany. In spite of the 
active influence of low pressure, the winter in Germany was very sunny. At the same time, 
precipitation was also above normal and temperatures were much too high. Whereas the 
mountains enjoyed wonderful winter conditions at times, the winter failed to materialise at all in 
many lowland areas. This is the summary announced by the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) 
after an initial analysis of the observations from its 2,000 measuring stations. 
  
Winter 2021/22 in Germany – the eleventh in a series of excessively warm winters 
The average temperature in winter 2021/22 was 3.3 degrees Celsius (°C), which is 3.1 degrees 
higher than the figure for the international reference period 1961–1990. Compared to the 
current warmer 1991–2020 period, the deviation was +1.9 degrees. This placed winter 2021/22 
among the seven warmest since continuous weather measurements were first started in 1881 
and it is also the eleventh in a series of excessively warm winters. There was generally no sign 
of a cold, snowy winter in lowland areas, with only a few winter days around Christmas, initially 
in the south and then for a few days in the north-east. Here the lowest temperature nationwide 
was -19.2 °C in Oberstdorf in the Allgäu on 22 December. Winter was almost completely absent 
in the west and south-west. Thus, numerous stations did not register one single day of 
continuous frost from the start of December to the end of February. An unusual advection of 
warm air at the turn of the year brought record temperatures to some regions. Rheinfelden, in 
the extreme south-west of Baden-Württemberg, recorded a temperature of +18.2 °C on 
4 January, which was the highest temperature in Germany during the 2021/22 winter. 
 
Above average precipitation, hardly any snow in lowland regions 
With nearly 200 litres per square metre (l/m²), precipitation in winter 2021/22 was significantly 
above the long-term average of 181 l/m² during the reference period 1961–1990. Compared to 
the period 1991–2020, the deviation was around 10 l/m². Whereas the 60 l/m² in December was 
only 85 per cent of the normal figure, the just under 60 l/m² recorded in January were almost 
exactly the long-term average. In contrast, precipitation figures for February were very high, 
reaching nearly 80 l/m² and over 160 per cent of the normal figure. The highest daily 
precipitation figure of 66.1 l/m² was on 28 December in Grafling-Mühlen to the north-east of 
Deggendorf. The highest overall amounts of precipitation occurred on the western and southern 
windward sides of the Black Forest, where some places received more than 450 l/m², whereas 
individual places on the leeward side of the southern Harz Mountains and in the Thuringian 
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Basin recorded totals of less than 50 l/m². An exceptional series of storms that lasted several 
days in mid-February caused a huge amount of damage in some regions, particularly in the 
north and west. Snow in the lowlands was very rare in the 2021/22 winter and many areas only 
saw a covering of snow for a short time and in isolated cases. However, the picture was quite 
different in the mountains, where the snow fairy frequently replenished supplies. 
 
Widespread sunshine, but much sunnier in the south 
At over 165 hours on average, the sunshine duration in winter 2021/22 was nearly 9 per cent 
higher than the average of 153 hours for the period 1961–1990. Compared to the 170 hours for 
the period 1991 to 2020, sunshine during the current winter was almost average. The sun 
shone most in the southern Black Forest and in the Allgäu, where up to 310 hours were 
recorded. The Thuringian Forest, Franconian Forest and Rothaar Mountains saw least 
sunshine, with some places recording less than 105 hours. 
 
 
All the values stated in this press release are provisional figures. The data used for the last day 
of the winter are based on forecasts. Some of the measurements from DWD's network of 
stations were not yet available at the time of publication. 
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