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The weather in Germany – Summer 2021 
Germany 2021: the rainiest summer for 10 years  

Offenbach, 30 August 2021 – In 2021 Germany experienced its rainiest summer for ten years. 
The extreme rainfall from the low-pressure system 'Bernd' in mid-July severely affected North 
Rhine-Westphalia and Rhineland Palatinate. It caused devastating floods, resulting in one of the 
most serious natural disasters for the Federal Republic of Germany since the North Sea storm 
surge of 1962. Overall, the months of June, July and August were too warm and with average 
sunshine. This is the summary announced by the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) after an initial 
analysis of the observations from its approximately 2,000 measuring stations. 

Features of this summer were a very warm June and a relatively cool August  
At 17.9 degrees Celsius (°C), the average temperature in summer 2021 was 1.6 degrees higher 
than for the international reference period 1961–1990. Compared to the current warmer 1991–
2020 period, the deviation was +0.3 degrees. To date, the only heatwave in 2021 with sweltering 
temperatures was in mid-June. In Berlin-Tempelhof and Baruth, some kilometres further south, 
the thermometer climbed to a maximum of 36.6 °C at both locations on 19 June, making it the 
highest temperature nationwide. During this heatwave, it was particularly the eastern regions of 
the country which experienced the greatest summer feeling. The most summer and hot days 
were recorded in these areas. After this, the high summer temperatures disappeared, particularly 
in the south and west of the country, and did not appear again until mid-August. The chilly nights 
during the last third of August provided an early taste of the autumn months to come. The coldest 
night in Germany was on 1 June in Deutschneudorf-Brüderwiese in the Ore Mountains, where 
0.5 °C was recorded. 

Summer was 30 per cent too wet, bringing extreme rainfall in some places with 
disastrous consequences 

With a nationwide average of around 310 litres per square metre (l/m²), precipitation during 
summer 2021 was 30 per cent more than the average precipitation of 239 l/m² recorded during 
the reference period 1961–1990. Compared to the period 1991–2020, the deviation was 
29 per cent higher than normal. Summer 2021 therefore brought an end to the series of three 
summers that were too dry and was among the wettest since measurements began in 1881. The 
natural world responded to this with unusually lush green meadows and woodland. However, in 
some areas, summer also brought catastrophic quantities of rain. The low-pressure system 'Xero' 
arrived in the north-east of the country in June. Highest daily rainfall nationwide was recorded in 
Ludwigsburg in the Uckermark on 30 June (198.7 l/m²). In mid-July, the rain from the low-
pressure system 'Bernd' became so intense between the Sauerland, the Cologne Bay and the 
Eifel Mountains that it went down in the history books as a "once in a century flood". Here rainfall 
exceeding 100 l/m² fell during a 24-hour period over a wide area. Over 180 people died as a 
result of the effects of the extreme volumes of water. Most precipitation overall in summer fell on 
the edge of the Alps, with some areas recording over 700 l/m². In Western Pomerania, on the 
leeward side of the Harz Mountains and in the Thuringian basin, in particular, the season was 
much too dry, with some places receiving less than 105 l/m². 
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Balanced amount of sunshine 
At around 615 hours, the sunshine duration this summer was almost exactly the average figure of 
614 hours for the period 1961–1990. Compared to 1991–2020, the deviation was a good 
6 per cent less than normal. Most sunshine was recorded on the Baltic Island of Rügen and in 
Western Pomerania with up to 770 hours in some areas. The central low mountain ranges and 
the Lüneberg Heath saw least sunshine with less than 470 hours in some places.  

All the seasonal values stated in this press release are provisional figures. The data used for the last two 
days of the season are based on forecasts. Some of the measurements from DWD's network of stations 
were not yet available at the time of publication. 
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