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The weather in Germany – August 2021 
August was 30 per cent wetter than normal with sunshine 30 per cent below average 

Offenbach, 30 August 2021 – During the last month of summer 2021, Germany was mainly under 
the influence of low-pressure areas centring over the British Isles from where they gradually 
moved to southern Scandinavia. These resulted in frequent rainfall, which was accompanied at 
first by violent thunderstorms, extremely heavy localised precipitation and even tornados. Periods 
of high pressure and sunshine were generally only brief. The initially summery temperatures fell 
in the course of the month and were at times autumnal during the last ten days of the month. 
Consequently, August 2021 was slightly too cool, with very significant rainfall and little sunshine. 
This is the summary announced by the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) after an initial analysis of 
the observations from its approximately 2,000 measuring stations. 

 
The first August since 2014 that was too cool statistically 

The average temperature in August 2021 was 16.4 degrees Celsius (°C), which is 0.1 degrees 
lower than the figure for the international reference period 1961–1990. Compared to the current 
warmer 1991–2020 period, the deviation was minus 1.6 degrees. Thus, Germany experienced its 
first relatively cool August since 2014. During the first half of the month, the leading edge of the 
low-pressure systems frequently brought in sultry air, causing the mercury to rise to over 30 °C in 
places. The highest August temperature was 33.2 °C, recorded in Regensburg on 15 August. As 
is typical for a summer month in central Europe, Germany was subsequently increasingly 
affected by fresh maritime air and the temperatures fell sharply. Towards the end of the month, in 
particular, maximum temperatures were frequently below 20 °C and minimum temperatures 
sometimes fell to close to freezing point. On 25 August, the thermometer in Deutschneudorf-
Brüderwiese in the Ore Mountains registered 1.9 °C. In the northern and western federal states, 
the 30-degree mark was generally not exceeded again during the month of August. 

Rainfall up 30 per cent 
With around 100 litres per square metre (l/m²), precipitation in August was nearly 30 per cent 
higher than the average precipitation of 77 l/m² recorded during the reference period 1961–1990. 
Compared to the period 1991–2020, the deviation was around 28 per cent higher than normal. 
The month as a whole mostly saw relatively high precipitation. Violent thunderstorms with 
extremely high localised rainfall over 24-hour periods were particularly prevalent in the first and 
last ten days of the month. In Wettin-Löbejün-Neutz, to the north-west of Leipzig, 116.4 l/m² fell 
on 22 August alone, almost twice as much rain as one would normally expect during the whole of 
August. On 16 August, a strong tornado (strength F2) caused considerable devastation in 
Grossheide, to the north-east of Emden. Around 50 homes were damaged, some of which are no 
longer habitable. The driest areas were in the extreme east of the Münsterland, on the leeward 
side of the Harz Mountains and in the most northern part of Brandenburg, where some places 
only received 30 l/m². Most rain during the month fell in the eastern foothills of the Alps, where 
more than 280 l/m² were recorded in some areas. 
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Sunshine down 30 per cent 
At nearly 155 hours, the sunshine duration in August was nearly 30 per cent lower than the 
average figure of 200 hours for the period 1961–1990. Compared to 1991–2020, the deviation 
was as much as over 35 per cent less than normal. Most sunshine was recorded on the Island of 
Rügen and in Western Pomerania, where some places received over 210 hours. The Lüneburg 
Heath and the central low mountain ranges saw less sunshine (around 115 hours).  

All the monthly values stated in this press release are provisional figures. The data used for the last two 
days of the month are based on forecasts. Some of the measurements from DWD's network of stations 
were not yet available at the time of publication. 
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