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The weather in Germany – Spring 2021 
Coldest spring since 2013 – but average sunshine 
Offenbach, 31 May 2021 – Spring 2021 was much too cool. Thus, the series of excessively 
warm springs in Germany, which had started in 2013, came to an end. The cool north winds in 
April and the inflow of fresh maritime air in May, in particular, kept average temperatures low. 
Summery weather only made a brief appearance. Whereas the amount of precipitation was less 
than the long-term average, the sunshine duration was slightly higher than normal. This is the 
summary announced by the Deutscher Wetterdienst (DWD) after an initial analysis of the 
observations from its approximately 2,000 measuring stations. 
 
A mild March was followed by a very cool April and May 
At 7.2 degrees Celsius (°C), the average temperature in spring 2021 was 0.5 degrees lower 
than the international reference value 1961–1990. Compared to the current 1991–2020 
reference period, the deviation was -1.7 degrees. The factors that determined the negative 
deviation were the coldest April for 40 years and the cool May. Before this, March had brought 
fluctuating temperatures. Germany only enjoyed a brief high summer intermezzo for Mother's 
Day on 9 May. During this time, Waghäusel-Kirrlach, to the south-west of Heidelberg, registered 
the first hot day of 2021 (> 30 °C) with a temperature of 31.3 °C, which was also the hottest 
spring temperature nationwide. The lowest temperature was recorded on 6 April at Messstetten 
on the Swabian Alb (-13.6 °C). 
 
Little precipitation in the north-east in contrast to plenty of precipitation in the south  
per square metre (l/m²): at around 175 l/m2, it was only 93 per cent of the long-term average. 
Compared to the period 1991–2020, the figure for spring was almost exactly the long-term 
average of 171 l/m². Overall, March and April were too dry, whereas precipitation in May was 
unusually high compared to previous years. Most of the time, low-pressure systems dominated 
in spring, and these frequently brought large quantities of precipitation, especially in the south. 
Sankt Blasien-Menzenschwand in the southern Black Forest, for instance, reported the highest 
daily amount nationwide with 76.7 l/m² on 6 May. The most precipitation overall in spring 2021 
fell in the Black Forest and on the immediate edge of the Alps, with some areas recording over 
500 l/m². On the leeward side of the Harz Mountains, in the Thuringian basin and in the 
Uckermark in particular, the season was much too dry, with some places receiving less than 
75 l/m². Severe thunderstorms developed in some places, particularly during April and May. 
There was even an F1 tornado on 25 May in Borken-Weseke, on the Dutch border.    
 
Slightly positive sunshine total 
At around 500 hours, the sunshine duration in spring was around 7 per cent higher than the 
average figure of 467 hours for the period 1961–1990. Compared to 1991–2020, the deviation 
was a good 4 per cent less than normal. The areas that enjoyed the most sunshine were the 
Baltic island of Arkona and the area around Lake Constance with some places recording over 
620 hours. Areas that saw the least sunshine were East Friesland, the Teutoburg Forest and 
the Sauerland, with some places receiving less than 390 hours.  
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All the monthly values stated in this press release are provisional figures. The data used for the 
last day of the season are based on forecasts. Some of the measurements from DWD's 
network of stations were not yet available at the time of publication.  
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